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If a hearing is held within 30 days of the verification of
signatures or after a hearing is held, the DNR shall
approve or disapprove the establishment of the district by
order. The order may contain modifications of the
boundaries, functions, financing or organization that what
were proposed in the petition.

The county board shall appeint persons to serve on the
board of directors for the district and residents of the
district must make up a majority of the directors. The
district shall have an annual meeting, at which elections,
approval of the budget, approval of projects that cost more
than $5,000 and consideration of other issues shall occur.
Each year an annual report must be prepared which shall
be submitted to the county board, town boards and cities
within the area of the district, the DNR and the MPCA
within four months of the annual meeting. The county
board has the authority to assess the costs of projects,
impose service charges and levy taxes.

The boundaries of a district may be enlarged in a similar
manner as provided for the creation of a district. The
termination of a lake improvement district may be initiated
by u petition signed by 26 percent of property owners.

Watershed Districts
(Minn. Stat. Ch. 103D)

A watershed district may be formed in order to “conserve
the natural resources of the state by land use planning,
flood control, and other conservation projects by using
sound sciemific principles for the protection of the public
health and welfare and the provident use of the natural
resources.” (Minn. Stat. §§ 103D.210)

A petition for the establishment of a watershed district
may be filed with the Board of Water and Soil Resources
(Board) and should include the name, the territory, the
reasons {or formation, why the district would be conducive
to public health and welfare, a map of the district, the
number of proposed managers and nominees for the
manager positions. The petition must be signed by (1) one-
half or more of the counties in the district, (2) counties
having 50 percent or more of the area within the district,
{3) a majority of the cities within the district or (4) 50 or
mare residents within the proposed district. The petition
must be filed with the county auditors of the affected
counties.

After the Board receives the petition, the director must
prepare a preliminary map and report about the watershed

district that shall recommend whether the district should be
established. A rulemaking hearing must be conducted to
determine whether the watershed district shall be formed.
The hearing will allow all interested parties to give
testimony. The Board shall determine whether the district
should be formed and will issue an order establishing or
dismissing the establishment of the district. In the case of
noncontroversial plans to form a watershed district, the
Board may give notice of the petition and conduct a
hearing only if a request for a hearing is received within 30
days of the notification. If rulemaking proceedings are not
conducted, a local unit of government or 25 or more
residents may demand a contested case hearing, which
would be presided over by an administrative law judge. A
party may appeal the final decision of the Board to the
Court of Appeals. Territory of a district may be
withdrawn, enlarged or consolidated by petition to the
Board. A watershed district may be terminated by petition
to the Board as well.

A board of managers of the watershed district will be
appointed by the counties that shall only include voting
residents and individuals who are not public officers of the
county, state or federal government (except a soil and
waler conservation supervisor). The managers must elect
officers of the board, adopt a seal, keep a record of all
proceedings, meet at least annually to conduct business,
and adopt bylaws. The managers may employ a chief
engineer, prolessional assistants and other employees and
shall provide for their compensation. The managers shall
appoint an advisory committee consisting of at least five
members to make recommendations to the managers on
watershed district issues.

The board of managers has a number of authorities,
including the ability to incur debts, sue, exercise eminent
domain, levy taxes and initiate projects to achieve the
purposes of the district. The managers may operate water
supply systems, control the use of water, take over
drainage systems, provide for sanitation and public health,
and implement water-resource-management programs. The
board of managers must maintain projects that are
implemented.

The managers must adopt rules to accomplish the purposes
of the watershed district, prepare an annual report, have an
annual audit, and adopt a watershed-management plan. A
violation of a rule or order of the managers is an
enforceable action that could result in a criminal
prosecution. An order made by the board can be appealed
by any party to the board or the district court.
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For More Information

The MPCA has staff available to answer your
questions about sanitary districts. Please contact Deb
Lindlief at (218) 529-6268; toll-free at (800) 657-
3864; or TTY at (651) 282-5332; or via Email at
deb.lindliefleopca.state.mn.us. Additional information
can be found at the MPCA web site,
http:/Avww.pea.state.imn.us.
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