
Did You Know...

What is a Watershed?

To protect the  water quality of our lakes and rivers within the watershed district

How Do We Do this?

A WATERSHED 

Is usually a MIX UP OF

UPLANDS, WETLANDS,

STREAMS, RIVERS 
And LAKES

AN AREA OF LAND that 

DRAINS TO A COMMON 
BODY OF WATER 

SUCH AS A LAKE OR AN OCEAN

WATERSHEDS 
CAN VARY IN 

SHAPES AND SIZE

80% of the Earth
,
s

   Surface is 

    Water

66% of your  

Body  is  water

75% of your  

Brain & muscles  
are  water

  Only  1% is 

Usable for

Humans

97% of the Earth
,
s 

Water is Salty and 

undrinkable

Water  

freezes at 32o 
Boils at 212o

A person can live for a 

month without food but 

only a week  

without water

The average  

household uses  

100,000 gallons of 

water a year

Another  2% is  

Locked  in  

Glaciers

Permitting
Lake & Stream 

Monitoring
Water 

Education

Work with other Federal, state and local units 
of government to ensure water quality

What is a Watershed’s Duty?

9 Water Facts:



The Water Cycle
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Clouds 
are 

Made of

Water Vapor

When it
,
s 

Cold 
Rain turns 

to Snow

Water Vapor 

Evaporates  

(Transpires)
Into the air 

from Plants 
and trees

The same 
Water 

Goes around And 

around the

Earth in the 

Water Cycle

Long ago...

Dinosaurs 
May have 

drank the same 

Water we 

drink today!
Water 

freezes into

Ice 
And turns into 

snow on mountains

Ground 

Water
Seeps back

To the 

Surface  to flow out

Water 

flows
Down 

Rivers
To the ocean

The

Warmth
Of the 

Sun 
Makes water evaporate



Only Rain 
Down the 
Drain!

Storm 
drains 
Are not 

Filters!

Storm 
Sewers 
Are designed to  

Prevent 
flooding

But also provide 

Direct routes 

For pollutants 

To lakes, rivers 

and streams

Controlling pollutants 

In storm water runoff, can control 

The amount of pollution entering 

Our lakes and streams

Phosphorous comes from many  

sources, and it is the primary cause of 
Water quality problems 

In our lakes and streams. 

Leaves

Pet 
waste

Lawn 
clippings

Soil

What Makes the 
Water Green?

Use your runoff:
Direct downspouts

Onto your lawn 
Or Garden

Scoop the Poop:
Pick up pet waste so 

it doesn
,
t wash 

to the lakes

Replace turf  with  natives:
Swap out some of your 

High maintenance lawn 
For  low maintenance 

Native grasses and Flowers

Plant a Rain Garden:
Capture and allow water 

to infiltrate  
into the ground

Fertilize Smart:
Be sure it is phosphorous 
free and sweep up spills 

from hard surfaces

Grass - 
Don

,
t blow it!

Leave it on your lawn

How Can you Protect 
Water Quality?


