
PRWD Rule Revision Board 
Workshop #1
Goals & Objectives



Rule Making is a Process
• When we work the process we

• Stay focused
• Systemically address each item
• Provide important background information
• Make informed decisions
• Work towards consensus

• We’re not starting from scratch
• This will be a refinement and clarification 

process
• We will revisit and either edit or reaffirm 

as needed

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Can you commit to the process?



What is the Process?
BWSR Rule Making Handbook

Statutory Requirements

Facilitated by following a Roadmap
1. Review District Goals & Purpose
2. Establish Baseline Knowledge
3. Clarify/Update Rule Language and Criteria
4. Coordination With Other Agencies
5. Establish Procedures/Workflows
6. Stakeholder Review of Proposed Updates
7. Complete Review and Comment Period



Review District Goals & Purpose

• What’s in our CWMP?
• What are our PRWD goals?
• What are we obligated to do?

• MS 103.D 
• MS 103.E
• MPCA (WRAPS/TMDLs)
• MS4
• Etc.

• Review scope of rules (maybe)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What do we want to do/what have we said we will do? And what do we have to do?



Why are we here?

• “The natural beauty and diversity of water and land in 
the Otter Tail Watershed is attractive to residents and 
tourists because of its recreational opportunities, 
farming, forests, and wildlife. We strive to sustain this 
diversity of riches for future generations to enjoy.” –
Otter Tail Plan Vision Statement

• Preserve, Enhance, & Protect
• Why are you here?



CWMP – Otter Tail River 1W1P

CWMP – Comprehensive Watershed 
Management Plan

Throughout, 
highlight will 

be things that 
are related to 
PRWD Rules

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Measurable goals identify the desired change in the resource and indicate how progress will be measured. Goals are developed to address the priority issues, and models and data are used to quantify milestones for progress. The measurable goals were developed over the course of three Technical Advisory Committee meetings and approved by the Policy Committee. They are described in detail in Section 5
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2020 WMP

Throughout, highlight 
will be things that are 

related to PRWD RulesWMP – Watershed Management Plan
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2020 WMP



Review District Goals & Purpose

• What’s in our CWMP?
• What are our PRWD goals?
• What are we obligated to do?

• MS 103.D 
• MS 103.E
• MPCA (WRAPS/TMDLs)
• MS4
• Etc.

• Review scope of rules



MS 103D – Watershed Law

Throughout, highlight 
will be things that are 

related to PRWD RulesMS – Minnesota Statute



MS 103D – Watershed Law

Throughout, highlight 
will be things that are 

related to PRWD Rules



MS 103E – Drainage Law

Throughout, highlight 
will be things that are 

related to PRWD Rules



MPCA

• Otter Tail River Watershed WRAPS
• Watershed Approach – holistic approach to surface water 

management
• Identify impairments and stressors

• Excess nutrients & Eutrophication
• Fish and aquatic insect impacts due impairments
• 8 stream reaches impaired for E. coli

• Coordinate with 1W1P partners

MPCA – Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
WRAPS – Watershed Restoration And Protection Strategies Throughout, highlight 

will be things that are 
related to PRWD Rules



MPCA

• Otter Tail River Watershed Total Maximum Daily 
Load Report (TMDL)

• Purpose – Section 303(d) of the federal CWA 
requires that TMDLs be developed for waters that do 
not support their designated uses. These waters are 
referred to as “impaired” and are included in 
Minnesota’s list of impaired waterbodies. The term 
“TMDL” refers to the maximum amount of a given 
pollutant a waterbody can receive on a daily basis 
and still achieve water quality standards.  

• Plainly – What’s the sustainable limit
• St. Clair Lake
• Campbell Creek/CD12

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
St. Clair Lake TMDL is an appendix to the OTR TMDL
Campbell Creek/CD12 for sediment



MS4 – Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System
An MS4 is a conveyance or system of conveyances that is:
• owned by a state, city, town, village, or other public entity that discharges to 

waters of the U.S.,
• designed or used to collect or convey stormwater (e.g., storm drains, pipes, 

ditches),
• not a combined sewer, and
• not part of a sewage treatment plant, or publicly owned treatment works 

(POTW).

Requires MS4s to obtain NPDES permit coverage for stormwater discharges
• NPDES – National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

• Nationwide permit
• Typically for Construction Stormwater and Industrial use
• Threshold of 1 acre of disturbance (or cumulative of 1 acre for planned 

development)
• Often focused on no net increase in rate and minimize nutrient loading



What’s the Takeaway?
• PRWD has/shares many goals

• CWMP
• WMP
• WRAPS

• PRWD has obligations
• 103D
• 103E
• TMDL
• MS4 (in collaboration with partners)

• The obligations won’t inherently meet the goals 
• The Pelican River Watershed is a unique context 

with unique needs and interests
• Accomplishing goals will require a multifaceted 

approach

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Goals to Restore, Enhance, and Protect
Obligations for no net increase in rate and minimize nutrient loading
Rules are necessary and will probably do a lot of the work if well written, executed, and enforced.



What is the Process?
BWSR Rule Making Handbook

Statutory Requirements

Facilitated by following a Roadmap
1. Review District Goals & Purpose
2. Establish Baseline Knowledge
3. Clarify/Update Rule Language and Criteria
4. Coordination With Other Agencies
5. Establish Procedures/Workflows
6. Stakeholder Review of Proposed Updates
7. Complete Review and Comment Period





Rule Revision Scoping
Items not currently in the Rules or requiring additions:
• Sedimentation – Drainage (private)
• Drainage Modification (public)
• Shoreline restoration
• Wetlands 

*Think of this as an opportunity to provide guidance/clarity, not add hardship
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