
Regular Meeting Agenda 
February 18, 2026

Date: Wednesday, February 18, 2026 
Time: 08:30 AM 
Location: Wells Fargo Building, Second Floor Meeting Room 

211 Holmes St. West, Detroit Lakes MN 
08:30 AM – Verification of Quorum & Call Meeting to Order 

1. Consider Agenda Additions & Approve Agenda
2. Approve Consent Agenda

2.1. January 21, 2026 Board Meeting Minutes
2.2. Administrator’s Report (including the Ditch Inspector’s Report)

3. Public Comment – May address the Board for up to 3 minutes per speaker.

4. Rules/Permitting Report
5. Treasurer Report

5.1. Approve February 2026 Bills & February 2026 Fund Transfer
5.2. January 2026 Revenue & Expense Report; Grants Received/Expended

6. Grant Program Funding Requests
6.1. Best Management Practices (BMP) Applications
6.2. Education Mini-Grants

6.2.1. 2026 Shoreline Stewardship Campaign 
7. Project Updates

7.1. Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Phase 2 Lower Structure Project
7.2. Buck’s Mill Dam Modification Project
7.3. Campbell Creek Streambank Restoration Project
7.4. Willow Street Pond Feasibility Study

8. New Business
8.1. Phase 2 Wake Boat Study – Charles Becker, Safe Wakes
8.2. CD Renewal – March 18, 2026
8.3. Shelterpoint Private Carrier FMLA Plan
8.4. Administrator Schedule
8.5. Authorization to apply for BWSR, Lessard Sams Grants for Campbell Creek Streambank

Restoration Project. 
9. Reports

9.1. Attorney – Lukas Croaker
9.2. Engineer – Moore Engineering

10. Upcoming meetings and events
10.1. March 18, 2026, 8:30AM – Regular Managers’ Meeting 

11:00 AM Adjournment 

A meeting link request may be made by contacting the office by 3:30 PM on 2/17/2026 at 218-846-0436 or by emailing 
info@prwd.org  

Pelican River Watershed District Board Members may participate through interactive technology. 

mailto:info@prwd.org
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Date: Wednesday, January 21, 2026 
Location: Wells Fargo Building, Second Floor Meeting Room 

211 Holmes St. West, Detroit Lakes MN 
Managers Present: Rick Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Laurie Olson, Orrin Okeson (via IT), 

Chris Jasken, Dennis Kral, Scott Busker (via IT) 
Managers Absent: None 
Staff: Shanna Bach (Office Coordinator), Josh Beranek  
Consultants: Lukas Croaker (Ohnstad Twichell), Garrett Monson (Moore Engineering via 

IT), Ed Matthiesen (Stantec Engineering, via IT), Joseph Peski (Stantec 
Engineering, via IT), Scott Schroeder (MPCA, via IT) 

Others: Birch Burdick (Melissa-Sallie Lake Improvement Association) via IT, Phil 
Hansen (Becker County Commissioner);Kyle Vareberg, Becker County 
Planning and Zoning 

 

1. Call to Order – The Regular Managers’ meeting was called to order by President 
Michaelson at 08:32 AM.  
Consider Agenda Additions & Approve Agenda.  President Michaelson listed the following 
changes to the agenda:  move up agenda item Project Reports-8.4 Campbell Creek 
Streambank Restoration Project update/discussion and  4. Public Comment before 3. Election 
of Officers; and add under Reports – 10.3 Administrator update.  
Motion to approve the January 21, 2026 Meeting Agenda (Kral, Charles Jasken), Roll Call 
Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Olson, Okeson, Chris Jasken, Kral, Busker, 
NAYS: none, motion carries. 
 

2. Approve Consent Agenda 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda including the December 17, 2025 Regular Board 
Meeting Minutes, the January 14, 2026 Special Meeting Minutes, and the January 2026 Staff 
Report (Charles Jasken, Kral), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Olson, 
Okeson, Chris Jasken, Kral, Busker, NAYS: none, motion carries. 
 

3. Public Comment Period. None 
 

4. Project Updates – 8.4 Campbell Creek Streambank Restoration Project 
Ed Matthiesen and Joseph Peski of Stantec Engineering answered Manager’s questions on the 
Campbel Creek Streambank Restoration project.  Questions surrounding the cost and 
necessity of the culvert replacement on HWY 149 were central to the discussion.  Engineer 
Matthiesen indicated that the current culvert is perched and has connectivity issues between 
the upstream and downstream portions.  He stated that the design changes for this culvert 
were largely driven by comments from the MN DNR relating to fish passage.  Mr. Schoeder from 
the MPCA indicated that the grant for this project is focused on pollutant reduction.  Engineer 
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Matthiesen said the bid package could be altered to make the culvert installation as an 
alternate so it may be discarded if bids come in too high and the funds are not available, but 
this would lead to downstream bank design changes to account for the hydrologic changes 
downstream.  To move forward, Stantec will provide a summary of our options, a 100-year rain 
event map for the post conditions as designed, and staff will meet with the MN DNR to discuss 
the culvert changes that were requested. 
 

5. Election of Officers 
After discussion by the Managers, it was decided that the officers would continue to serve in 
their current offices for 2026.  The Managers discussed creating an officer rotation plan.  
Motion to elect the 2026 slate of officers:  

President – Michelson 
Vice President – Olson 
Secretary – Chris Jasken 
Treasurer – Charlie Jasken 
(Kral, Chris Jasken) 
Roll Call Vote:  AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Chris Jasken, Charles Jasken, Kral, 
Okeson, Busker.  NAYS: None. Motion carried. 
 

6. Rules Permitting.  Beranek reviewed the January Rules report.  A modified planting plan that 
was discussed with Mr. Marty Solmon was presented and accepted to the Managers as follows: 
1) the square footage of the plantings is the same as in the plan and 2) an average buffer depth 
of 10 feet is maintained. Motion to approve the January 2026 Rules Report. (Kral, Olson), 
Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Olson, Okeson, Chris Jasken, Kral, 
Busker, NAYS: none, motion carries. 
 

7. Treasurer Report  
The January 2026 claims, 2025 Q4 Manager Pay and Expenses, fund transfer, and January-
December 2025 R & E report were reviewed by the Managers.  
7.1. Motion to approve January 2026 Claims (Checks 015498-015411, EFTs 25121901-

25121907, 25121909,25122605) in the amount of $251,006.00, (attached hereto), the 
2025 Q4 Manager Pay and Expenses, and the January 2026 Fund Transfer from Savings 
to Checking in the amount of $60,000.  (Charles Jasken, Olson), Roll Call Vote: AYES: 
Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Olson, Okeson, Chris Jasken, Kral, Busker, NAYS: none, 
motion carries. 

7.2. Motion to approve the January-December 2025 Revenue & Expense Report (Charles 
Jasken, Chris Jasken), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Olson, 
Okeson, Chris Jasken, Kral, Busker, NAYS: none, motion carries. 
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8. Grant Program Funding Requests 

8.1. District BMP Cost Share Program – no applications received. 
8.2. District Education Mini-Grant – no applications received.  

 
9. Project Reports 

9.1. Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Project – C23-0127 Grant - Construction will begin as soon 
as the land easement is finalized by the MN DNR. The C21-4482 Phase 1 grant is 
completed as of December 31, 2025.  

9.2. Willow Street Pond Feasibility Study – nothing further to report.  Managers requested an 
update from Stantec. 

9.3. Buck’s Mill Dam Modification Project – The notice of award was sent on 12/29/2025 to 
Ashwill Companies.  Funding for all phases is secured from the MN DNR.  The Public 
Waters Permit has been issued.  

9.4. Campbell Creek Streambank Restoration and Water Storage Project.  See item 4.  
 

10. New Business 
10.1. Board of Managers 2026 Meeting Schedule 
10.2. Depositories 
10.3. Selection of Official Newspaper – Detroit Lakes Tribune  

10.3.1. Motion to approve the Board of Managers 2026 Meeting Schedule, Old National 
Bank as the District’s depository, and the Detroit Lakes Tribune as the official 
newspaper of record, (Charles Jasken, Olson) Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, 
Olson, Chris Jasken, Charles Jasken, Kral, Okeson, Busker.  NAYS: None. Motion 
carried.  

2026 Meeting Schedule 
1/21/2026 3rd Wednesday 8:30 AM Regular Meeting 
2/18/2026 3rd Wednesday 8:30 AM Regular Meeting  
3/18/2026 3rd Wednesday 8:30 AM Regular Meeting 
4/15/2026 3rd Wednesday 8:30 AM Regular Meeting 
5/20/2026 3rd Wednesday 8:30 AM Regular Meeting 
6/17/2026 3rd Wednesday 8:30 AM Regular Meeting 
7/15/2026 3rd Wednesday 8:30 AM Regular Meeting 
8/19/2026 3rd Wednesday 8:30 AM Regular Meeting 

9/9/2026* 

2nd Wednesday 
*Date changed due to reporting 

to county auditor deadline 8:30 AM 

Public Hearing 
followed by Regular 
Monthly Mtg  

10/21/2026 3rd Wednesday 8:30 AM Regular Meeting 
11/18/2026 3rd Wednesday 8:30 AM Regular Meeting 
12/16/2026 3rd Wednesday 8:30 AM Regular Meeting 
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10.4. Selection of Consultants, Ohnstad Twitchell 2026 Rates, Moore Engineering 2026 
Rates. Motion to designate Garrett Monson, Moore Engineering as the District 
Engineer, Lukas Croaker, Ohnstad Twitchell as the District’s Attorney, and approve 
the 2026 rates for Ohnstad Twichell and Moore Engineering, attached hereto. (Charles 
Jasken, Olson). Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Chris Jasken, Charles 
Jasken, Kral, Okeson, Busker.  NAYS: None. Motion carried. 

10.5. Otter Tail 1W1P Policy Committee.  After discussion, Charles Jasken and Rick 
Michelson consented to continue to serve on the committee as a member and an 
alternate, respectively.  Motion to appoint Charles Jasken to the Otter Tail 1W1P Policy 
Committee and Rick Michaelson as the alternate committee member. (Chris Jasken, 
Olson), Roll Call Vote:  AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Chris Jasken, Charles Jasken, Kral, 
Okeson, Busker.  NAYS: None. Motion carried. 

10.6. Wells Fargo Sixth Amendment to Lease. The amended lease agreement is for a 
three-year term from March 1, 2026 – February 28, 2029 with a $50/month increase.  
Motion to approve the Wells Fargo Sixth Amendment to Lease Agreement, attached 
hereto (Kral, Olson), Roll Call Vote:  AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Chris Jasken, Charles 
Jasken, Kral, Okeson, Busker.  NAYS: None. Motion carried. 

10.7. Permit Maintenance Agreement Recording Process.  Kyle Vareberg, Becker County, 
and staff discussed the difficulties finding legal descriptions of permitted properties to 
allow for recording of the Operation and Maintenance Agreements.  Mr. Vareberg 
suggested adding these agreements to the County Parcel viewer in lieu of recording.  
Motion to authorize staff to post O&M on the Becker County Parcel Viewer in lieu of 
Recording.  (Michaelson, Charles Jasken), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles 
Jasken, Olson, Okeson, Chris Jasken, Kral, Busker, NAYS: none, motion carries. 

11. Reports   
11.1. District Attorney – Lukas Croaker.  All updates were discussed throughout meeting. 
11.2. District Engineer-Garrett Monson. Monson updated the board that he will be 

meeting with the City of Detroit Lakes to discuss the priorities laid out in the January 14 
Special Meeting and that Moore Engineering is putting together a comprehensive 
Education and Outreach plan for the district.  They also offered assistance with anything 
staff may need in Administrator Guetter’s absence. 

11.3. Administrator Update.  Administrator Guetter will be taking a four week leave 
effective immediately.  The delegation of her authorities during her absence were 
discussed and the following motions were made: 

11.3.1. Motion to authorize Board President Rick Michaelson as a Primary User for Old 
National Bank to enter and release ACH Transactions.  (Chris Jasken, Kral). Roll 
Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Olson, Okeson, Chris Jasken, Kral, 
Busker, NAYS: none, motion carries. 
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11.3.2. Motion to authorize Office Coordinator Shanna Bach to sign permits and Josh 
Beranek as secondary.  (Chris Jasken, Olson). Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, 
Charles Jasken, Olson, Okeson, Chris Jasken, Kral, ABSENT: Busker, NAYS: none, 
motion carries. 

12. Upcoming meetings and events  
12.1. February 18, 2026 –Regular Meeting, 08:30 AM 

Meeting Adjournment at 11:26 AM  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

 

Chris Jasken, Secretary Meeting Approved 
 



Date Ref No. Vendor  Amount 
01/29/2026 26012905 *Guetter,Tera  $            75.00 
01/29/2026 26012904 *Rix-Bach, Shanna  $            26.64 

Employee Expenses Total: 101.64$         

01/26/2026 26012601 Loffler Companies, Inc.  $         176.91 
01/26/2026 26012602 Old National/Bremer Bank National Assoc.  $            20.00 

Vendor Expenses - Autopay Total: 196.91$         

01/26/2026 26012910 Lakes Computer, Inc.  $         210.00 
01/26/2026 26012909 Wells Fargo-Office Lease  $     1,338.57 
01/26/2026 26012908 Stantec Consulting Services Inc.  $     1,320.25 
01/26/2026 26012907 Moore Engineering, Inc  $     5,027.50 
01/26/2026 26012906 Ohnstad Twichell, P.C.  $     1,508.00 
01/23/2026 26012301 Bank of America  $         328.17 

Vendor Expenses - EFT Total: 9,732.49$    

01/22/2026 015523 Okeson, Chad & Okeson, Joel  $     5,000.00 
01/22/2026 015522 Loffler  $         153.36 
01/22/2026 015520 Houston Engineering Inc.  $     4,162.00 
01/22/2026 015519 Corporate Technologies  $     2,610.00 
01/22/2026 015518 County 6 Amoco & Bait  $            32.00 
01/22/2026 015517 Verizon  $            38.41 
01/22/2026 015516 Arvig  $            69.95 
01/22/2026 015515 Office of MNIT Services  $            59.67 
01/22/2026 015514 League of MN Cities Attn Finance Dept.  $     2,497.00 
01/22/2026 015513 Premium Waters, Inc.  $            13.92 
01/22/2026 015512 League of MN Cities  $     1,855.00 
01/22/2026 015511 Laker Island Storage  $         600.00 

Vendor Expenses - Check Total: 17,091.31$  

01/22/2026 015521 Becker County Museum  $     2,500.00 
Education Sponsorship - Check Total:  $     2,500.00 

Claims Paid Total:  $  29,622.35 

Staff Payroll, Taxes, & Benefits Total:  $  35,109.91 
Manager Payroll & Taxes:  $     6,371.03 

PELICAN RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT
Claims Paid

January 2026











Description
Billing Rate Per 

Hour Description 
Billing Rate Per 

Hour Description
Billing Rate 

Per Hour
Admin Assistant 1 $65.00 Project Manager 1 $165.00 Specialist 1 $104.00
Admin Assistant 2 $75.00 Project Manager 2 $190.00 Specialist 2 $119.00
Admin Assistant 3 $86.00 Project Manager 3 $215.00 Specialist 3 $136.00
Admin Assistant 4 $96.00 Project Manager 4 $228.00 Specialist 4 $153.00
Admin Assistant 5 $109.00 Project Manager 5 $258.00 Specialist 5 $165.00

Project Manager 6 $286.00 Specialist 6 $174.00
Specialist 7 $215.00
Specialist 8 $253.00

Technician 1 $78.00 Specialist 9 $314.00
Technician 2 $100.00 Surveyor 1 $137.00 Specialist 10 $355.00
Technician 3 $114.00 Surveyor 2 $158.00
Technician 4 $137.00 Surveyor 3 $179.00
Technician 5 $157.00 Surveyor 4 $190.00 GIS Professional 1 $95.00
Technician 6 $161.00 Surveyor 5 $210.00 GIS Professional 2 $115.00
Technician 7 $179.00 GIS Professional 3 $133.00

GIS Professional 4 $162.00
GIS Professional 5 $193.00

Construction Manager 1 $142.00 Scientist 1 $115.00
Construction Manager 2 $165.00 Scientist 2 $133.00
Construction Manager 3 $190.00 Scientist 3 $151.00 Senior Advisor 1 $265.00

Scientist 4 $169.00 Senior Advisor 2 $290.00
Engineer 1 $115.00 Scientist 5 $190.00 Senior Advisor 3 $315.00
Engineer 2 $127.00 Scientist 6 $215.00 Senior Advisor 4 $335.00
Engineer 3 $136.00
Engineer 4 $146.00
Engineer 5 $157.00 Managing Advisor 1 $133.00
Engineer 6 $169.00 Hydrogeologist 1 $115.00 Managing Advisor 2 $182.00
Engineer 7 $187.00 Hydrogeologist 2 $133.00 Managing Advisor 3 $209.00
Engineer 8 $209.00 Hydrogeologist 3 $151.00 Managing Advisor 4 $221.00
Engineer 9 $230.00 Hydrogeologist 4 $162.00 Managing Advisor 5 $253.00
Engineer 10 $243.00 Hydrogeologist 5 $174.00 Managing Advisor 6 $274.00

Hydrogeologist 6 $193.00 Managing Advisor 7 $314.00
Hydrogeologist 7 $215.00

Project Administrator 1 $95.00
Project Administrator 2 $109.00
Project Administrator 3 $124.00
Project Administrator 4 $146.00

Travel Expenses Project Mileage Per current IRS rate per mile
Lodging and Meals At Cost
Per Diem $68.00 per day

Survey Supplies Iron Pins $1.25 each
Fence Posts $5.00 each
Motorized Offroad Vehicles | Drone Equipm $75.00 per day

Miscellaneous Project Expenses and Sub Consultants At Cost

MOORE ENGINEERING, INC.
2026 BILLING SCHEDULE

Effective January 1, 2026
NOTE:  Rates contained in this Billing Schedule are valid until December 31, 2026. After December 31, 2026, Hourly Billing Rates 

will be escalated annually and direct expenses may be adjusted to meet market conditions.
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1) Surface Waters Protection and Enhancement - Capital Improvement Projects/Structural and Non-Structural 
Practices 
 
a) Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Capital Improvement Project (CIP).  Phase 2- Lower Structure.    

As of October 2025, the MN DNR is processing the access and land easement for the lower structure and 
anticipates completion no later than mid-February 2026. MN DNR has confirmed that the easement will be 
ready by Feb 24 (two weeks from their last update of 2/11). 

b) Campbell Creek Project (MPCA 319 Funding/Otter Tail 1W1P).   Stantec is putting together the bid package 
with 2 construction phases – culvert installation in 2026 and bank restoration in 2027.  We anticipate putting the 
project out to bid in early 2026 timeframe. Next steps are to schedule a public hearing for the establishment of the 
Campbell Creek Project.   

c) Bucks Mill Dam Modification (MN DNR Lessard-Sams, Get Out More Funding).  The Preconstruction Meeting 
was held on 1/29/2026.  Ashwill companies is coordinating staging areas with Lake View Township.  Construction 
will commence soon.   
 

2) Becker County Drainage Systems 11, 12, 13 and 14 
a) DITCH 11 (Whiskey Creek)- No activity to report. 
b) DITCH 12 (Campbell Creek)– No activity to report. 
c) DITCH 13 (Little Floyd Lake to Big Detroit) –  

i) Maintenance work – Feldt Excavating will be performing sediment removal (approved at November Board 
meeting). Open.  

d) DITCH 14 and BRANCH 1 (HWY 10 to St. Clair Lake to Pelican River) – No activity to report.  
 

3) WATER MANAGEMENT RULES – see enclosed monthly report.   
 

4) HABITAT PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT 
a) River/Stream Connectivity – Barriers to Fish Movement. Buck’s Mill – See reports under Capital Projects. 
b) Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention and Management.   

i) Maps are being annotated with new reports to prepare for the 2026 treatment season.  
ii) 2026 MN DNR AIS Grant applications are complete. 

 
5) EDUCATION AND OUTREACH (Website, Social Media, and Workshops) 

a) Butterfly Odyssey – The exhibit is ongoing and according to Museum staff has been well attended.  Bach met with 
Becky Mitchell and planning has begun on the “Pollinator Expo.”  The Date has been set for March 21, 2026.  Ms. 
Mitchell and Bach presented the Expo to the Kiwanis club on 2/3/2026. 

b) Local Media/Mailings.  Bach was on the January KDLM Hodge Podge.  the Pollinator Expo, the Swimmer’s Itch 
Survey and Intern Positions. 
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c) Social Media Posts  

i) (Facebook & Instagram) – Facebook Followers – 262 (last month 263), Instagram Followers – 29 (last month 
28) 

Date Description Engagement 
1/13/2026 Now hiring interns 5 likes, 0 comments, 2 shares 
1/27/2026 MPCA Salt Week 0 likes, 0 comments, 0 shares 
2/2/2026 World Wetland Day – Highlight of The Rice Lake 

Wetaland Restoration Project. 
0 like, 0 comments, 0 shares 

2/9/2026 Intern Post reshare 7 likes, 0 comments, 9 shares 
 

d) DLCCC/Becker County Museum Native Plantings – Bach gathered some great information that may help with 
this project at the MN Watersheds Annual Conference (‘sod’ like native planting rolls and salt tolerant- parking lot 
friendly plant lists).  

e) Ottertail 1W1P Education and Outreach Group – See 1W1P Section.  
f) MN Lakes and Rivers – Video series is posted and available on the PRWD Facebook page and our website at: 

https://prwd.org/resources/shoreline-stewardship-video-campaign/ .  We have been asked to participate in this 
programming for the Summer of 2026. 

 
6) DISTRICT OPERATIONS/ADMINISTRATION.  

a) Grant Oversight -  
i) Campbell Creek Watershed Restoration (MPCA Section 319 Small Watersheds Focus Group C Grant 

Funding).  Guetter and Bach updated project information in E-link and are updating the progress report.  Next 
report date is Aug 1, 2026. 

ii) Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Phase 1 BWSR C21-4482 Grant- Towards closing out the grant, 
BWSR staff will audit the grant expenses. We anticipate the audit will be completed within the next 
couple of weeks. 

iii) Buck’s Mill Dam Modification MN DNR – Progress report for Quarter 4 2025 was completed. Next 
progress report is due on 3/31/2025. We will be meeting with MN DNR and Moore Engineering to 
ensure invoices are detailed adequately and assigned to the designated funding source as PRWD is 
the fiscal agent and responsible for tracking and reporting. 

b) Otter Tail River 1W1P Partnership – WEBSITE: https://www.eotswcd.org/ot1w1p/   
i) Otter Tail 1W1P Implementation Grant  

(1) Progress report was submitted to Nicole Lundeen for E-Link Report. 
(2) Guetter requested $400,000.00 from the next WBIF Grant for Campbell Creek Construction. 

c) Financial Audit 2025 – Lakes Area CPAs has completed the request portion of the 2025 Financial Audit.  They 
appreciated the change to QuickBooks Online as all the normal materials they would ask for in the audit were 
readily available as attachments in the system.  Mr. White is working on gathering the final confirmations and 
completing the report.  

d) Wells Fargo Office – The lease has been updated for another three-year term and the contract has been fully 
executed.    

e)  Smart Salting – Bach participated in a virtual Smart Salting Training for Community Organizers through the MPCA.  
The training did a great job highlighting some of the programs around the state.  Her main takeaways were: 

https://prwd.org/resources/shoreline-stewardship-video-campaign/
https://www.eotswcd.org/ot1w1p/
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i) A model salting procedure/policy is available to help mitigate the slip and fall concern.  It’s a policy that states 
that the facility or facilities use salt according to manufacturers and state recommendations.  Acknowledging 
that they essentially know what they are doing and are not over salting due to potential environmental impacts. 

ii) There are numerous grants that are and will be available for salt programs.  The MPCA staff stressed that 
these will awarded based on demonstrated need.  

iii) Recommendation to start with reviewing salt bulk storage locations within each district/municipality and 
working with those entities to assist (cost-share) with containment. 

iv) Related to sweeping and storing excess salt.  Some local municipalities have a sweep excess ordinance which 
is a relatively easy enforcement.  Selected groups also pair that with a recycling incentive at their local transfer 
stations where you turn in a bucket of used sidewalk salt and receive a bag of mulch or potting soil in the 
spring. 

v) MPCA also has low salt/no salt programming that can be presented to civic organizations, schools and 
churches. 

f) Welcome Aiden Blom!  Aiden is a Detroit Lakes High School senior who will be interning with us for his spring 
semester.  Aiden started the first week of February and is learning all about what we do.  His first project is to work 
through the 2020 binders and assemble chloride data. 

 
7) DATA COLLECTION AND MONITORING PROGRAM 

a) Streams & Lakes – Report assembly for the 2025 sampling season is underway.  
 

8) January Weather 
a) Detroit Lakes, MN – National Weather Service Data 

January in Detroit Lakes was in line with normal temperatures but much drier.   The daily average temperatures for 
the month were warmer from the 1st to the 16th of the month averaging 17 degrees F.  We say three days with high 
temperature above 40 degrees F.  Then it turned colder for the remaining days of the month averaging   -4.5 
degrees F.   There were twelve total days with an average daily temperature below zero.  The month saw no days of 
significant (>0.5”) precipitation.  The most snowfall of the month came from December 16-18 totaling 1.4 inches. 
 

Monthly Temperature Data 

Warmest Day High Temp(s): 42°F, 1/12/2026 Daily Average High Temp: 17.1° F 

Coldest Day Low Temp (s): -22°F, 1/23/2026 
& 1/24/2026 Daily Average Low Temp: -3.6° F 

  Monthly Average Temp: 6.8° F 

Monthly Precipitation Data 

Days with Significant 
Precipitation >0.5 inches: 0 Total Precipitation for month: 0.3 inches 

Monthly Wind Data 
Wething Field, Detroit Lakes, MN 

Days with Sustained winds 
over 13 mph (Moderate 
Breeze) 

6 
Days with Gusts over 32 mph 
(Near Gale) 1 
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9) Frost Depth 
Soils are frozen in Otter Tail County.  Frost accumulation is complete to 70” below ground. 
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10) Minnesota Drought Report 
The overall drought situation across Minnesota improved slightly in January with most of the improvements seen in the 
southeast corner of the state.  Becker County saw no change with most of the county, including all of the Pelican River 
Watershed in Moderate Drought.  
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?MN  

 
Current: 

 
 
  

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?MN
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PERMITS COMPLETED  

No. Name/Address Description 
00-00 None  

 
PERMITS IN PROCESS 

 
EXPECTED PROJECTS 

Applicant 
Application 

Status 
Update 

PRWD 
Contact Date 

City of Detroit Lakes 
270th Avenue- In 
between South Shore 
Park and Lake Forest Cir 

Complete Application received 2/9/26. Sent to Moore for 
review. 

2/10/26 

City of Detroit Lakes 
West Lake Drive-
Washington Ave to 
Legion Rd 
1240 ROSSMAN AVE 
PIN:497024000 
Detroit Lake 

Complete Application received 2/5/26. Application was sent 
to Moore for review. 

2/10/26 

Solomon, Marty 
12044 Co Hwy 17 
PIN: 190447000 
Lake Melissa 

Violation 
 

To date, the Permit Amendment has not been 
requested by Mr. Solmon. Changes were approved 
by the board at the January 21st meeting. I emailed 
Mr. Solmon on 1/26/26 to schedule a follow up 
meeting. He informed me he would be out of the 
country until mid to late March. 

1/26/2026 
 

Applicant Project 
Becker County - Dunton Locks 
24878 Dunton Locks Rd 
PIN: 197010000 
Lake Sallie/Muskrat Lake 

Stormwater plan for building and parking lot.  PRWD Rule Chapter 6, Section 
6.2(A)(1) More than twenty-five percent (25%) impervious surface on riparian 
lots. No update. 

The Port on Little Detroit 
(Bowling Alley Property) 
1377 West Lake Dr 
PIN: 490124000 
Little Detroit Lake 

Construction of townhomes.  PRWD Rule Chapter 6, Section 6.2(B) 
Residential subdivision or development of four (4) or more lots. No update. 
Sent a follow up email 2/11/26 and waiting for a response. 

Lake Sallie Bluffs 
 TBD Lake Ridge Ln  
PIN: 19320000 
190338002 
190338001 
191433000 
Lake Sallie 

Request a Final Plat for Common Interest Community Number 108 
consisting of sixteen (16) lots to be known as LAKE SALLIE BLUFFS.  
PRWD Rule Chapter 6, Section 6.2(B) Residential subdivision or 
development of four (4) or more lots. Beranek called the project manager 
2/11/25 and he said earth moving began last fall and a concrete pad for 
storage units had been poured. Will be requesting an extension for the 
project. 
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AGENCY MEETING REVIEW 

 

 

City of Detroit Lakes – City Council 
 

February 5, 2026 – Pavillion and City Park Plans included in 
packet. 
 
February 10, 2026 – No comments 

City of Detroit Lakes – Planning Commission January 22, 2026 – No comments 
City of Detroit Lakes – Development 
Authority 

February 6, 2026 – No comments 

Becker County Commissioner January 6, 2026 – No comments 
 
January 20, 2026 – Planning and Zoning Ordinance 

• Data centers 
• Land and Vegetation Alteration Amendments – clarify 

the authority of the Zoning office for land alteration 
outside of PUDs.   

• Conditional Use Permit review 
 
February 3, 2026 – No comments 

Becker County – Planning and Zoning  February 25, 2026 – No comments 

Becker County – Board of Adjustment 
 

No meetings since last report. 
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