
Regular Meeting Agenda 
April 15, 2026

Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2026 
Time: 08:30 AM 
Location: Wells Fargo Building, Second Floor Meeting Room 

211 Holmes St. West, Detroit Lakes MN 
08:30 AM – Verification of Quorum & Call Meeting to Order 

1. Consider Agenda Additions & Approve Agenda 

2. Approve Consent Agenda
2.1. March 18, 2026 Board Meeting Minutes
2.2. Administrator’s Report (including the Ditch Inspector’s Report)

3. Discussion of Rice Lake Wetland Phase 2 – Rob Baden, MN DNR
4. Public Comment – May address the Board for up to 3 minutes per speaker.

5. Rules/Permitting Report
5.1. West Lake Drive Permit Variance

6. Treasurer Report
6.1. Approve April 2026 Bills & April 2026 Fund Transfer
6.2. January-March 2026 Revenue & Expense Report; Grants Received/Expended

7. Grant Program Funding Requests
7.1. Best Management Practices (BMP) Applications

7.1.1. Kent Mollberg – Pollinator Planting - Sandra Kay Road 
7.2. Education Mini-Grants 

7.2.1. Rossman Elementary 3rd Grade – Andrea Judisch – Monarch Life Cycle Study supplies 
(larvae, containers, houses, & milkweed). 

8. Project Updates
8.1. Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Phase 2 Lower Structure Project
8.2. Buck’s Mill Dam Modification Project

8.2.1. Bucks Mill Celebration- July Timeframe
8.3. Campbell Creek Streambank Restoration Project
8.4. Swimmer’s Itch
8.5. Little Floyd Lake

9. New Business
9.1. Minnesota State Retirement System – Health Care Savings Plan Contract
9.2. Discussion of Coordination Meeting with City Administrator

10. Reports
10.1. Attorney – Lukas Croaker  
10.2. Engineer – Moore Engineering 

11. Upcoming meetings and events
11.1. May 20, 2026, 8:30AM – Regular Managers’ Meeting 

12:00 AM Adjournment 

A meeting link request may be made by contacting the office by 3:30 PM on 4/15/2026 at 218-846-0436 or by emailing 
info@prwd.org  

Pelican River Watershed District Board Members may participate through interactive technology. 

mailto:info@prwd.org
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Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2026 
Location: Wells Fargo Building, Second Floor Meeting Room 

211 Holmes St. West, Detroit Lakes MN 
Managers Present: Rick Michaelson, Laurie Olson (via IT), Charles Jasken, Orrin Okeson (via 

IT), Dennis Kral, Scott Busker (via IT), Chris Jasken 
Managers Absent: None 
Staff: Tera Guetter (Administrator) via IT, Shanna Bach, Josh Beranek 
Consultants: Sarah Wear (Ohnstad Twichell), Garrett Monson (Moore Engineering) 
Others: Birch Burdick (Melissa-Sallie Lake Improvement Association) via IT, Phil 

Hansen (Becker County Commissioner); Aiden Blom –DLHS intern 

1. Call to Order – The Regular Managers’ meeting was called to order by President
Michaelson at 08:30 AM.
1.1. Consider Agenda Additions & Approve Agenda.  Motion to approve the March 18,2026

Meeting Agenda (Chris Jasken, Kral), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Charles 
Jasken, Chris Jasken, Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; motion carried. 

2. Approve Consent Agenda
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda including the February 18, 2026 Regular Board
Meeting Minutes and the March 2026 Administrator’s Report (Kral, Chris Jasken) Roll Call
Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Charles Jasken, Chris Jasken, Busker, Okeson, Kral,
NAYS: none;  motion carried.

3. Public Comment Period.  No comments.

4. Rules Permitting.  Beranek reviewed the March Rules report. Manager Michelson and Beranek
will review the Sallie Bluffs project.   Motion to approve the March 2026 Rules Report.
(Charlie Jasken, Kral), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Charles Jasken, Chris
Jasken, Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; motion carried.

5. Treasurer Report
The March 2026 claims, fund transfer, and January-February 2026 R & E report were reviewed
by the Managers. Treasurer Charles Jasken reviewed the bills.
5.1. Motion to approve March 2026 Claims (Checks 015533-015541, EFTs 26031702,

26031801, 26031901, 26032301, 26032401-26032406) in the amount of $193,331.49 
(attached hereto) and the March 2026 Fund Transfer from Savings to Checking in the 
amount of $ 210,000 (Charles Jasken, Busker), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, 
Olson, Charles Jasken, Chris Jasken, Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none;  motion 
carried. 
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5.2. Motion to approve the January – February 2026 Revenue & Expense Report (Charles 
Jasken, Kral), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Charles Jasken, Chris Jasken, 
Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; motion carried.  
 

6. Grant Program Funding Requests 
6.1. District BMP Cost Share Program – no applications received. 

 
7. Project Reports and Initiatives 

7.1. Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Project – BWSR C23-0127 Grant. Guetter continues to follow 
up with the MN DNR regarding the status of the land easement.  

7.2. Buck’s Mill Dam Modification Project – Engineer Monson informed the Managers 
construction is currently on track for project completion by mid-June. Managers should 
expect some very large construction bills in the next couple of months. 

7.3. Campbell Creek Streambank Restoration and Water Storage Project.  Grant reports will be 
submitted, and staff continues to seek additional funding sources.  

7.4. Little Floyd Lake-Nuisance Aquatic Vegetation – Beranek and Bach met with Little Floyd 
Lake representatives, and they will be working with PLM to apply for management permits.  

7.5. Swimmers Itch -   Meeting with the City to explore options for control.  In addition, staff 
reached out to Pelican Lake and MAISRC and our herbicide applicator PLM.  

7.6. E.coli – will be covered under Monitoring Plan 
 

8. New Business  
9.1 Moore Engineering Task Order 9 Public Outreach Campaign.  Motion to approve Moore 
Engineering Task Order 9 Public Outreach Campaign in the amount of $ 8,000, attached 
hereto (Chris Jasken, Olson), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Charles Jasken, 
Chris Jasken, Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; motion carried. 
 
Manager Olson left the meeting.  
 
9.2 Revised 2026 Education and Outreach Plan. Bach reviewed the updated plan.   Motion to 
approve the Revised PRWD 2026 Education and Outreach Plan, attached hereto (Charlie 
Jasken, Chris Jasken), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Chris Jasken, 
Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; Absent: Olson, motion carried. 
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9.3 SPUN Grant.   Intern Aiden Blom presented the managers his request to apply for grant 
dollars to study Mycorrhizal fungi in soil in the summer of 2026. The grant is for up to $10,000 to 
sample and sequence MN Soils.  No District funds required for the match.  Motion to approve 
applying for the SPUN grant in the amount of $10,000 and serve as the fiscal agent (Charlie 
Jasken, Chris Jasken), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Chris Jasken, 
Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; Absent: Olson, motion carried. 
 
9.4 Buck’s Mill Project Moore Engineering Task Order 4 Amendment.  Motion to approve Moore 
Engineering Task Order 4 Amendment in the amount not to exceed $ 616,300, attached 
hereto (Kral, Charlie Jasken), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Chris 
Jasken, Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; Absent: Olson, motion carried. 
 
9.5 PRWD 2026 Monitoring Plan and 2025 Monitoring Report. Beranek reviewed the 2026 
Monitoring Plan and 2025 Monitoring Report with the Managers.  Motion to approve 2026 
Monitoring Plan and 2025 Monitoring Report (Chris Jasken, Busker), Roll Call Vote: AYES: 
Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Chris Jasken, Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; Absent: 
Olson, motion carried. 

 
9. Reports   

9.1. District Attorney – Updating MN Paid Leave section in PRWD Personnel Policy. 
9.2. District Engineer-Garrett Monson had nothing further to report on.  

 
10. Upcoming meetings and events  

10.1. April 15, 2026 –Regular Meeting, 08:30 AM 

Meeting Adjournment at 10: 52 AM  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

 

 Meeting Approved 
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Date Ref No. Vendor  Amount 
03/24/2026 26032406 *Guetter,Tera  $           75.00 
03/24/2026 26032401 *Rix-Bach, Shanna  $           19.68 

Employee Expenses Total: 94.68$           

03/23/2026 26032301 Loffler Companies, Inc.  $         176.91 
03/17/2026 26031702 Old National/Bremer Bank National Assoc.  $           20.00 

Vendor Expenses - Autopay Total: 196.91$         

03/18/2026 26031801 Ashwill Companies  $             1.00 
03/19/2026 26031901 Ashwill Companies  $ 106,549.33 
03/24/2026 26032405 Wells Fargo-Office Lease  $     1,378.73 
03/24/2026 26032404 Stantec Consulting Services Inc.  $     1,005.75 
03/24/2026 26032403 Moore Engineering, Inc  $   73,875.60 
03/24/2026 26032402 Ohnstad Twichell, P.C.  $     1,213.00 
03/24/2026 26032401 Bank of America  $         351.21 

Vendor Expenses - EFT Total: 184,374.62$ 

03/18/2026 015533 League of MN Cities  $     5,148.00 
03/18/2026 015534 Premium Waters, Inc. 13.92
03/18/2026 015535 Office of MNIT Services 59.46
03/18/2026 015536 Arvig 69.95
03/18/2026 015537 City of Detroit Lakes 45.08
03/18/2026 015538 Verizon 38.41
03/18/2026 015539 Corporate Technologies 690.00
03/18/2026 015540 Houston Engineering Inc. 2,461.00
03/18/2026 015541 Loffler 139.46

Vendor Expenses - Check Total: 8,665.28$     

Claims Paid Total:  $ 193,331.49 

Staff Payroll, Taxes, & Benefits Total:  $   22,674.79 

Claims Paid
March 2026
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District Administrator’s Report 
April 8, 2025 

1 of 12 

Surface Waters Protection and Enhancement - Capital Improvement Projects/Structural and Non-Structural Practices 
1) Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Capital Improvement Project (CIP).  Phase 2- Lower Structure.

The MN DNR land easement is currently under review by their legal unit and hopefully will be ready to execute in the
near future.  Houston Engineering will be scheduling a pre-con meeting with Hough.

2) Campbell Creek Project (MPCA 319 Funding/Otter Tail 1W1P).
Guetter applied for the Clean Water Fund grant through BWSR. The MPCA 319 grant extension to August 31, 2027 was
approved on March 24, 2026.  The project workplan was also updated and submitted on April 3rd to extend the
Objective deadlines to reflect the new end date of the grant.
Guetter met with Stantec to review next steps.  The project Engineer’s Report will be sent to BWSR and the DNR for
their advisory comments. This will start the 60-day review period.  After the end of the review period, the project can be
formally established by the board.  During this time, Stantec staff will assemble the final bid package, and provide an
agreement addendum to include costs for applying for a CPL Grant at the end of summer 2026.

3) Bucks Mill Dam Modification (MN DNR Lessard-Sams, Get Out More Funding).  Construction is moving quickly.
The culverts have been set and rock riffles have been placed up to the dam crest on the upstream of the culverts.
Moore Engineering staff continues to take read gauges on the north bank of the Dam in the AM & PM each workday.
Readings to date are in the attached document and will be published weekly on the PRWD website.  Staff and Moore 
Engineering have begun planning the end of project celebration, site plaques, and Museum Exhibit for the Becker 
County Museum.

3/25/2026 – Culvert setting and riffle work 

4/3/2026 – Riffle progress and removal of the dam catwalk 
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4) City of DL/PRWD meeting (Garrett Monson, Tera Guetter, Larry, Jon, Kelcey Klemm Larry Remmen, Jon Pratt) - March 
18,2026 
1. Chlorides  City crew does smart salting training and Facebook posts for the public. City has a chloride reduction 

group for wastewater. Committee is evaluating opportunities to replace the use of water softeners. City open to 
collaborating on a training for private contractors. Shawn King is the City contact person.  

2. Swimmers Itch continue copper sulfide treatments. DNR allows 2 treatments-will treat end of June leading to 4th 
of July and again at the end of July leading to WeFest. Potentially looking to  move up treatments as onset seems to 
be earlier and earlier.  Guetter curious about microdosing more frequently to manage it. City could reach out to 
their permitting contact to ask about increased treatment - Shawn King to follow up with UofM on availability to 
research microdosing. 

3.  E Coli  District is monitoring near industrial park; waterfowl in in stormwater pond behind MAC’s. 
4. Permitting MOU  City staff are busy. Jon Pratt suggests a review of the most recent 2 years of permits- How many 

City permits overlapped WD and trigger a permit under new rules? City would like WD to be able to do all riparian 
permitting WQ and SIZ and all non-shoreland permitting stick with the City.  See enclosed after meeting email from 
Kelcey.  

5. CIP.  City identified projects - Willow Street Pond - Stantec feasibility study complete; Holmes street basin (Cheryl 
St lift station) - no work to date - potential for in-line/US BMPs; Fairgrounds lift station - submitted for community 
resiliency funds; WD identified projects - Industrial Park 

 
5) Becker County Drainage Systems 11, 12, 13 and 14 

Guetter submitted Buffer Jurisdiction Questionnaire to BWSR on April 7th (due May 1st) 
a) DITCH 11 (Whiskey Creek)- No activity to report. 
b) DITCH 12 (Campbell Creek)– No activity to report. 
c) DITCH 13 (Little Floyd Lake to Big Detroit) –  

i) Maintenance work – Feldt Excavating completed work on Ditch 13 on 3/9/2026. Open.  
d) DITCH 14 and BRANCH 1 (HWY 10 to St. Clair Lake to Pelican River) 

i) The culvert under Hwy 59 was obstructed with debris.  MN DOT removed the debris on 4/7/2026 and sighted 
beaver in the area.  The DOT will trap the right of way.  PRWD will monitor for beaver activity in the coming 
weeks.  Laker Island Storage driveway culvert also has debris blocking flow and was notified.  
 

6) WATER MANAGEMENT RULES – see enclosed monthly report.   
a) The Maintenance agreement has been updated in accordance with the change to the recording process made at 

the January Manager’s Meeting.  The agreements from 2025 have been uploaded to the parcels on the County GIS 
Viewer.  Copies will be sent to the landowners. 

b) Beranek attended the Becker County Planning and Zoning meeting March 27, 2026, and provided feedback to 
questions proposed on the topic of vegetation in the shore impact zone. A few key notes include:  

• A vegetation permit will be required for vegetative clearing in the shore impact zone. 
• Proposed Rule- Removal of vegetation less than 2” in diameter and 4ft in height is exempt from a permit. 
• Proposed Rule- If an existing view corridor does not exist, one may be created. 
• Proposed Rule- Removal of vegetation outside of the view corridor is allowed for vegetation under 2” 

diameter at 4’ in height. 
• Proposed Rule- All root systems for vegetation greater than 2” in diameter at 4” in height shall remain. 

Stumps may be ground up to 6” below current grade. 
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c) Beranek attended the Becker County Planning and Zoning meeting April 9th, 2026, and provided feedback on 

proposed verbiage for Vegetation Management Rules. A few key notes include: 
• Added verbiage from the MN DNR Shoreland Management Model Ordinance to Section 8.22D-E of the 

county rules. 
• Modified Section 8.24F to say access paths are prohibited in bluff impact zones without a variance. 
• Modified Section 8.24G to say all root systems for vegetation shall remain in bluff and shore impact zones. 
• Added verbiage to section 8.25 to include “beyond the allowable permissions of section 8.24”. 

 
7) HABITAT PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT 

a) River/Stream Connectivity – Barriers to Fish Movement. Buck’s Mill – See reports under Capital Projects. 
b) Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention and Management.   

i) Next steps will be to update treatment maps for curly leaf pondweed and flowering rush prior to 2026 AIS 
treatments  

ii) A cabin owner from a lake in Ontario, Canda reached out to the district for technical assistance in their fight 
against flowering rush.  Guetter reviewed research and Diquat treatment regimen and provided contacts at 
Mississippi State and our chemical applicator PLM.  It was suggested to set up a research project with their 
local university.   Canada does not have a robust AIS program and is fairly restrictive with chemical treatments. 

iii) The 2026 Season AIS Notice was submitted to the Detroit Lakes Tribune to be published in the 4/4/2026 
issue. 

c) Swimmer’s Itch – Administrator Kelsey Klemm scheduled a meeting on April 16 at 3:00 PM at City Hall with 
interested parties.    

d) Little Floyd Vegetation Management – PLM has advised the homeowners to separately apply for permits and 
treatments.  Beranek and Bach met with Mark DeMay on 4/7/2026.  He is frustrated that there is no option for a 
mass permit for native vegetation removal for entire beach area. See enclosed email.  He will pass the information 
along to his neighbors. 
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EDUCATION AND OUTREACH (Website, Social Media, and Workshops) 

e) Butterfly Odyssey – The “Pollinator Expo” was held on March 21, 2026.  The event was well attended.  Bach and 
Beranek manned the PRWD boot from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. There was a steady stream of attendees at the 
booth’s downstairs.  Lily and Harper Bach painted butterflies and bugs on children’s faces by the entrance to the 
Butterfly Odyssey.  A lot of smiles and grant paperwork sets were handed out! 
 

  

  
 

f) Social Media Posts  
(Facebook & Instagram) – Facebook Followers – 299 (last month 275), Instagram Followers – 31 (last month 30) 

Date Description Engagement 
3/13/2026 Buck’s Mill Dam Photos – Michael Weiss, Lake Life 

– Becker & Surrounding Counties 
5 reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 

3/17/2026 Buck’s Mill Road Closure Update 2 reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 
3/17/2026 Kings of the North – Reconnect the Red Video MN 

DNR 
5 reactions, 0 comments, 6 shares 

3/18/2026 MN DNR Dock and Lift AIS reminders post 1 reaction, 0 comments, 0 shares 
3/18/2026 Pollinator Expo Event Share 1 reaction, 0 comments, 0 shares 
3/18/2026 Loans and Drones – Drone Flyover of Buck’s Mill 

Dam Construction Area 
1 reaction, 0 comments, 0 shares 

3/19/2026 DL Tribune – Buck’s Mill Dam Article 2 reactions, 0 comments, 1 share 
3/21/2026 Pollinator Expo Post.  Come Down and See Us! 4 reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 
3/23/2026 Pollinator Expo Thank You 6 reactions, 2 comments, 1 share 

4/8/2026 Admin Report page 4 of 18



 
District Administrator’s Report 

April 8, 2025 
 

 
5 of 12 

 

3/24/2026 Buck’s Mill Road Closure Update 2 reactions, 0 comments, 1 share 
3/30/2026 Share – A Visit from Will Dilg - Will Dilg was a co-

founder of the national Izaak Walton League of 
America and helped establish the Upper Mississippi 
River National Wildlife & Fish Refuge over 100 years 
ago. 

0 reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 

3/31/2026 Free Tree – City of Detroit Lakes Share 0 reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 
3/31/2026 Buck’s Mill Road Closure Update 0 reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 
4/1/2026 MN Scientific & Nature Areas – April Fools Post – 

Swan Conservation Officers in Wetlands 
0 reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 

4/2/2026 Swimmers Itch Podcast – Interlachen Public Radio 2 reactions, 0 comments, 1 share 
4/3/2026 Buck’s Mill Dam Update – the catwalk is gone. 34 reactions, 4 comments, 7 shares 

 
g) DLCCC/Becker County Museum Native Plantings – Bach met with Jeff Detinger, DLCCC, and Becky Mitchell, 

Becker County Museum to discuss the status of the pollinator plantings.  They identified the areas that were in the 
roughest shape at the end of last season and marked them on the map.  Jeff also described the struggles with the 
near-term maintenance of the site.  The group will see what things look like when our growing season starts this 
year.  If we use the sleep, creep, leap, formula for the first three years, last summer was our sleep year.  This 
summer we should see some creep and some color by mid to late summer.  Action plans were outlined for 
assistance with maintenance from volunteer groups and PRWD interns, a watering plan, as well as ideas for 
augmenting trouble spots with additional vegetation as needed. 

h) Ottertail 1W1P Education and Outreach Group – See 1W1P Section.  
i) MN Lakes and Rivers – Video series is posted and available on the PRWD Facebook page and our website at: 

https://prwd.org/resources/shoreline-stewardship-video-campaign/ .  Managers approved sponsorship for the 
2026 series of videos at the February meeting. 

j) 2026 Education Plan and Budget – Guetter and Bach finalized the 2026 Education Plan and Budget.  The plan and 
budget were approved at the March meeting with the Moore Engineering Task Order relating to a media campaign 
for summer. 

 
8) DISTRICT OPERATIONS/ADMINISTRATION.  

a) Grant Oversight -  
i) Campbell Creek Watershed Restoration (MPCA Section 319 Small Watersheds Focus Group C Grant 

Funding).   The 2025 Q3 & Q4 report was submitted to the MPCA.  Design expense not covered by the 319 
funds were submitted to the Otter Tail 1W1P group for reimbursement. Next report date is Aug 1, 2026. 

ii) Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Phase 1 BWSR C21-4482 Grant- The grant audit is completed.  The final 
payment was deposited on 3/17/2026.  Grant is closed.   

iii) Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Phase 2 BWSR C23-0127 Grant - Next report date is June 30, 2026. 
iv) Buck’s Mill Dam Modification MN DNR – A request for advance of funds was made to the MN DNR and the 

grant amendment was signed on 4/6/2026.  The Buck's Mill Dam Modification Project is progressing faster 
than initially expected through the Construction Phase.  Given the total cost of the project and the initial 
timeline of completion in the Fall, the district saw no issue meeting the monthly cashflow needs of the 
project.  This request is driven by the accelerated timeline.  While this is great for the project as a whole, the 
District has concerns that the monthly cashflow for the project will meet or exceed the liquid assets of the 
District.  Advance payment will ensure that the district can meet the project requirements and general 
operating expense needs, while keeping construction moving along as the contractor projects.  Current 
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estimates put monthly expenses at over $1 million for the next two to three months.  Next progress report is 
due on 6/30/2026. 

b) Otter Tail River 1W1P Partnership – WEBSITE: https://www.eotswcd.org/ot1w1p/   
i) Otter Tail 1W1P Implementation Grant  

(1) Reimbursement requests for $23,453.50 (C23-4546) and $52,545.88 (C25-0116) were submitted to 
Otter Tail 1W1P for Q1 2026. 

(2) Policy Committee Meeting – Manager Charlie Jasken attended the meeting on March 26nd  in Otter Tail.  
Campbell Creek project was included in the approved budget for $265,000.   

c) Financial Audit 2025 – Lakes Area CPAs has completed the request portion of the 2025 Financial Audit.  The final 
report has been drafted and reviewed by staff.  Mr. White is tentatively scheduled to attend the May 2026 meeting 
to present the audit.  

d) Minnesota PFMLA Agreement & Policy Updates – The PFMLA Agreement with Shelterpoint was signed.  Due to 
state reporting deadlines this contract will go into effect on 7/1/2026.  Attorney Croaker’s office is working on 
updating the Personnel Policy to reflect the changes approved at the February Managers Meeting. 

e) MN Watersheds Resolutions – An email was circulated to Managers and Staff regarding the 2027 MN 
Watersheds Resolution process.  A copy is in the April Board Packet. 

f) 2026 Manager Appointments – Becker County Administrator was notified regarding the Manager seats up for 
appointment in May (managers Michaelson, Olson, and Chris Jasken). 

g) 2026 PRWD Interns.  Two interns have been hired and accepted their positions for the 2026 Monitoring Season, 
Eden Schmitz (Detroit Lakes High School, University of Minnesota – Crookston) and Colton Appel (Arco High 
School, Bemidji State University.) 

 
9) DATA COLLECTION AND MONITORING PROGRAM 

a) Streams & Lakes – Report assembly for the 2025 sampling season is nearing completion. Some of the hobos will 
be installed on 4/7/26. Streams are currently open and flowing. We have yet to see significant spring melting, but it 
will happen soon. Lakes are still ice covered but expected to go out in the next two weeks. Equipment- sonde 
received by YSI, Hobos sent in 3/31/25 for repairs. 

b) 2026 Monitoring Plan- Beranek has completed 2026 monitoring plan. The plan was presented at the March Board 
Meeting. Start of stream sampling will be the week of April 27thor May 4th, 2026, depending on conditions. Lake 
sampling will begin in June as usual.  

c) Chlorides  
i) Chloride Analysis – Intern Blom assembled PRWD Chloride data from the 2021 and 2022 sampling season.   

The Pelican River Watershed District will be sampling for chlorides during the 2026 sampling season. We will 
be using the chloride probe for the sonde and record readings when we conduct our usual sonde 
measurements. The probe will be calibrated daily with a standard made by PRWD using the lab at the City of 
Detroit Lakes Wastewater Treatment Plant. Standards will be made with a combination of DI water, salt, and 
magnesium sulfate which will be weighed out on a three-place balance and DI water will be measured in a 
volumetric flask to ensure accuracy. Standard concentration will be 1000 mg/L made in volumes of 9 liters at 
a time and the 10 mg/L will be made using 10 ml of 1000mg/L and diluting it. Standards will be made and 
stored in appropriate containers and will be good for six months. 

ii) Chloride Meter – Beranek and Bach completed a sampling plan and procedures for the 2026 season.  
Calibration of the Chloride probe will occur at the beginning of the week and be calibrated daily to ensure the 
probe is reading properly. The 10 mg/l and 1000 mg/L standard will cover the required range for chloride 
concentrations. These standards will be made at the Detroit Lakes Wastewater Treatment Plant Lab using 
their balances and DI water. Other required materials have been purchased by PRWD. 
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iii) City of Detroit Lakes Wastewater Treatment Plant Citizens Advisory Committee – Next meeting is 
scheduled for July 2026.  
 

10) March Weather 
a) Detroit Lakes, MN – National Weather Service Data 

March in Detroit Lakes was warm yet dry. The daily average temperatures for the month were above average for 
most days but still had 8 days below average.  Six of these were in the middle of the month, with the coldest day 
being 21 degrees F below average. On 3/21/2026 the maximum temperature was 60 degrees F. This temperature 
was reached again on 3/29/26. The month saw one day of significant (>0.5”) precipitation on 3/13/26 which put us 
below the normal precipitation accumulation for the month.  This was part of two-day event that dropped 0.52 
inches of precipitation and 2 inches of snow. The equivalent of 0.72 inches of precipitation. There was a 0.23” 
deficit for rain and 5.1” for snow. 

Monthly Temperature Data 

Warmest Day High Temp(s): 60°F, 3/21/2026 & 
3/29/2026 Daily Average High Temp: 43.2° F 

Coldest Day Low Temp (s): -4°F, 3/16/2026 Daily Average Low Temp: 20.1° F 

  Monthly Average Temp: 31.6° F 

Monthly Precipitation Data 

Days with Significant 
Precipitation >0.5 inches: 1 Total Precipitation for month: 0.73 inches 

Monthly Wind Data 
Wething Field, Detroit Lakes, MN 

Days with Sustained winds 
over 13 mph (Moderate 
Breeze) 

6 
Days with Gusts over 32 mph 
(Near Gale) 1 
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b) Frost Depth 
Frost accumulation has been reduced to 60” below ground. The beginning of March has seen a thaw to 
approximately 12 inches but refroze following some colder temperatures. The end of the month seen some above 
average temperatures thawing the ground to 36” below ground. A cold front in early April caused a secondary frost 
refreezing to 9” in depth. 
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c) Minnesota Drought Report 
The overall drought situation did not change much in the month of March.  The percentage of the state in no 
drought decreased.  There was a slight shift in areas labeled ‘Abnormally Dry’ and ‘Moderate Drought”, seen in the 
far Northeast and in the Southwest. A return of ‘Severe Drought’ in the states very Southwest corner was 
observed.  A shift and reduction of ‘Severe Drought’ occurred in the lower portion of the Northeast. Becker County 
saw no change with most of the county, including all of the Pelican River Watershed remaining in Moderate 
Drought.  
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?MN  
 
Current: 
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PERMITS COMPLETED  

No. Name/Address Description 
00-00 None  

 
PERMITS IN PROCESS 

 
  

Applicant 
Application 

Status 
Update 

PRWD 
Contact Date 

City of Detroit Lakes 
270th Avenue- In 
between South Shore 
Park and Lake Forest Cir 

Complete No Permit needed. 3/4/26 

City of Detroit Lakes 
West Lake Drive-
Washington Ave to 
Legion Rd 
1240 ROSSMAN AVE 
PIN:497024000 
Detroit Lake 

Complete PRWD Rule Chapter 6, Section 6.2(E) Linear 
Projects. Projects that create or fully reconstruct 
more than one (1) acre of impervious surface as 
part of the same project. Met 3/17/26 to discus 
BMPs that are within 3ft of ground water. Pratt and 
Moore talked with MPCA about the rule. Met 
4/7/26 to discuss filtration options for BMPs in two 
locations to comply with rules. Apex engineering is 
reviewing the options. 

4/7/26 

The Port on Little 
Detroit (Bowling Alley 
Property) 
1377 West Lake Dr 
PIN: 490124000 
Little Detroit Lake 

Complete Construction of townhomes. PRWD Rule Chapter 
6, Section 6.2(B) Residential subdivision or 
development of four (4) or more lots. Emailed the 
city on 3/24/25 to check if they approved of the 
plans. Mr. Remmen emailed 3/25/26 saying some 
things still needed to be approved. Emailed 
developer and engineer on 4/7/26 that we will 
delay sending review letter until city approves their 
plan. 

4/7/26 

City of Detroit Lakes 
Rossman Avenue- 
Between Willow Street 
and Reynolds Street 

Complete Street and Utility Improvements. PRWD Rule 
Chapter 6, Section 6.2(E) Linear Projects. Projects 
that create or fully reconstruct more than one (1) 
acre of impervious surface as part of the same 
project. Discussed during permit check-in 
meeting. Quentin will email the city with 
recommended changes. 

4/7/26 
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PERMITS IN PROCESS (continued) 

 
EXPECTED PROJECTS 

 

  

Applicant 
Application 

Status 
Update 

PRWD 
Contact Date 

Lake Sallie Bluffs TBD 
Lake Ridge Ln  
PIN: 19320000 
190338002 
190338001 
191433000 
Lake Sallie 

Complete Permit 24-34 issued 5/30/24. Request a Final Plat 
for Common Interest Community Number 108 
consisting of sixteen (16) lots to be known as LAKE 
SALLIE BLUFFS. PRWD Rule Chapter 6, Section 
6.2(B) Residential subdivision or development of 
four (4) or more lots. Extension request has been 
received and granted 2/16/26. Site visit 3/24/26 
with Michaelson. Work is following approved plan 
and progress continues.  

3/24/26 

Solomon, Marty 
12044 Co Hwy 17 
PIN: 190447000 
Lake Melissa 

Violation 
 

To date, the Permit Amendment has not been 
requested by Mr. Solmon. Mr. Solmon returned 
from vacation and was having internet issues but 
was working on what plugs to get as of 3/20/26. 
Sent a response on 3/23/26 and did not receive a 
reply. Sent a follow up email 4/2/26 and did not 
receive a reply. 

4/2/2026 
 

Applicant Project 
Becker County - Dunton Locks 
24878 Dunton Locks Rd 
PIN: 197010000 
Lake Sallie/Muskrat Lake 

Stormwater plan for building and parking lot.  PRWD Rule Chapter 6, Section 
6.2(A)(1) More than twenty-five percent (25%) impervious surface on riparian 
lots. No update. 

Gary D Tharaldson 2018 Legacy 
Trust 
1071 Shorewood Drive 
PIN: 490124634 
Detroit Lake 

Stormwater plan for building and parking lot.  PRWD Rule Chapter 6, Section 
6.2(A)(4) Projects requiring a variance from, or use of allowable mitigation 
within, the local shoreland zoning ordinance. 
 

Charles Klabo 
24594 S Melissa DR 
PIN: 190631000 
Lake Melissa  

Construction of a new home.  PRWD Rule Chapter 6, Section 6.2(A)(2). More 
than seven thousand (7,000) square feet of lot coverage of riparian lots. 
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AGENCY MEETING REVIEW 

 

 

City of Detroit Lakes – City Council 
 

March 16, 2026 –  Pavillion Project Discussion – no comment 

City of Detroit Lakes – Planning Commission March 26, 2026 – no comments 
 

City of Detroit Lakes – Development 
Authority 

April 2, 2026 – No comments 
 

Becker County Commissioner March 17, 2026 – No comments 
April 7, 2026 - No comments 

Becker County – Planning and Zoning  March 25, 2026 – No comments 

Becker County – Board of Adjustment 
 

April 9, 2026  -  
Erickesen Revocable Trust Agreement, 23583 Co Hwy 22, 
Detroit Lakes, MN - Request a variance to construct an 
addition to an existing nonconforming dwelling to be located 
six (6) feet from the side property line deviating from the 
required setback of ten (10) feet and to be at thirty-six (36) 
percent impervious surface coverage deviating from the 
allowable coverage of twenty-five (25) percent within the 
shoreland district due to lot size and setback issues. 
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