
Regular Meeting Agenda 
May 20, 2026  

 
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2026 
Time: 08:30 AM 
Location: Wells Fargo Building, Second Floor Meeting Room 

211 Holmes St. West, Detroit Lakes MN 
08:30 AM – Verification of Quorum & Call Meeting to Order 

1. Consider Agenda Additions & Approve Agenda 

2. Approve Consent Agenda  
2.1. April 15, 2026 Board Meeting Minutes 
2.2. Administrator’s Report (including the Ditch Inspector’s Report) 

3. Lakes Area CPAs – 2025 Financial Audit Presentation  
4. Public Hearing on Campbell Creek Streambank Restoration Project Establishment – 9:30 

AM 
4.1. Public Comment 
4.2. Discussion/Action on Order Establishing the Project  

5. Public Comment – May address the Board for up to 3 minutes per speaker. 

6. Rules/Permitting Report 
6.1. Rossman Ave Permit – Jon Pratt, City of Detroit Lakes 

7. Treasurer Report 
7.1. Approve May 2026 Bills & May 2026 Fund Transfer 
7.2. January-April 2026 Revenue & Expense Report; Grants Received/Expended 

8. Grant Program Funding Requests 
8.1. Best Management Practices (BMP) Applications 
8.2. Education Mini-Grants  

8.2.1. Detroit Lakes Middle School 7th Grade – Laura Jensen – Trout in the Classroom 
Supplies - $500.00. 

8.2.2. Detroit Lakes Middle School 7th Grade – Christine Gerdes – Trout in the Classroom 
Supplies - $500.00. 

8.2.3. Rossman Elementary 5th Grade – Mindy Nielsen – Hydroponic Garden Materials - 
$500.00 

9. Project Updates 
9.1. Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Phase 2 Lower Structure Project  
9.2. Buck’s Mill Dam Modification Project  
9.3. Campbell Creek Streambank Restoration Project 
9.4. Swimmer’s Itch 
9.5. Little Floyd Lake 

10. New Business 
10.1. Moore Engineering Task Order Amendment Buck’s Mill Dam Celebration  
10.2. Personnel Committee Meeting Update 
10.3. DLCCC/Becker County Museum Native Planting Discussion 
10.4. MN Watersheds Summer Tour  



Regular Meeting Agenda 
May 20, 2026  

 
11. Reports 

11.1. Attorney – Lukas Croaker  
11.2. Engineer – Moore Engineering 

12. Upcoming meetings and events  
12.1. June 17, 2026, 8:30AM – Regular Managers’ Meeting  

12:00 PM Adjournment 

A meeting link request may be made by contacting the office by 3:30 PM on 5/19/2026 at 218-846-0436 or by 
emailing info@prwd.org  

Pelican River Watershed District Board Members may participate through interactive technology. 

mailto:info@prwd.org
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Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2026 
Location: Wells Fargo Building, Second Floor Meeting Room 

211 Holmes St. West, Detroit Lakes MN 
Managers Present: Rick Michaelson, Laurie Olson, Charles Jasken, Orrin Okeson, 

Dennis Kral, Scott Busker (via IT), Chris Jasken 
Managers Absent: None 
Staff: Shanna Bach, Josh Beranek 
Consultants: Lukas Croaker (Ohnstad Twichell), Garrett Monson (Moore 

Engineering) 
Others: Birch Burdick (Melissa-Sallie Lake Improvement Association) via IT, 

Phil Hansen (Becker County Commissioner); Aiden Blom (DLHS 
intern), Jon Pratt (City of Detroit Lakes), Ben Vonda (Apex 
Engineering), Mark Demay (Little Floyd Lake) 

1. Call to Order – The Regular Managers’ meeting was called to order by President
Michaelson at 08:30 AM.
1.1. Consider Agenda Additions & Approve Agenda.  The following additions were added

to the agenda 6.3 Q1 2026 Manager Pay and 9.1 an update on Administrator 
Guetter.  Motion to approve the April 15, 2026 Meeting Agenda (Charles Jasken, 
Kral), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Charles Jasken, Chris Jasken, 
Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; motion carried. 

2. Approve Consent Agenda
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda including the March 18, 2026 Regular Board
Meeting Minutes and the April 2026 Administrator’s Report (Okeson, Olson) Roll
Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Charles Jasken, Chris Jasken, Busker,
Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; motion carried.

3. Discussion of Rice Lake Wetland Phase 2 – Rob Baden, MN DNR.
Attorney Croaker gave an overview of the Rice Lake Phase 2 process to date and noted
that the Easement Across State Lands was acquired this week.   Mr. Baden from the MN
DNR summarized the process for Easements across State Lands and the timing of this
project.  These easements normally take up to 6 months to complete.  He stated better
communication with agencies in the future may help to avoid holds like this in the
future.  Managers stressed that we have been coordinating early with agencies, but we
still see delays in project timelines in projects that are not funded by DNR.
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4. Public Comment Period.   
Mark DeMay (Little Floyd Lake) – Mr. DeMay reiterated the need to assistance on Little 
Floyd Lake to deal with the native vegetation that is making recreational use of the lake 
difficult.  PRWD has committed to continue data gathering on the lake this summer by 
mapping GPS points of the Chara growth areas along Johnson Beach to quantitate the 
area and severity of the issue.  Staff will continue to assist the homeowners in 
navigating the DNR permitting system. 
 
Birch Burdick (Sallie Melissa Improvement Assoiation) – Mr. Burdick would like to 
recognize all the good work that Administrator Guetter has done for the district and is 
sad to hear of her retirement.  He also echoed Mr. DeMay’s comments about the 
overgrowth of native vegetation and would like to see the MN DNR apply themselves to 
solutions. 
 

5. Rules Permitting.  Beranek reviewed the April Rules report. Manager Michelson and 
Beranek will review the Sallie Bluffs project.   Motion to approve the April 2026 Rules 
Report. (Chris Jasken, Olson), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Charles 
Jasken, Chris Jasken, Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; motion carried. 
5.1. Jon Pratt, City of Detroit Lakes, presented a variance request for the West Lake 

Drive Project.  The design does not allow for the separation of three feet between 
BMPs and groundwater in the areas near the beach as required by the MPCA.  The 
project overall is an improvement to stormwater management.  Engineer Monson 
voiced his support for the variance given the conditions of the permit and treatment 
elsewhere. Motion to approve the City of Detroit Lakes variance request as 
presented. (Chris Jasken, Charles Jasken), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, 
Olson, Charles Jasken, Chris Jasken, Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; 
motion carried (attached hereto). 

 
6. Treasurer Report  

The April 2026 claims, fund transfer, 2026 Q1 Manager Pay and Expenses, and January-
March 2026 R & E report were reviewed by the Managers. Treasurer Charles Jasken 
reviewed the bills.   
6.1. Motion to approve April 2026 Claims (Checks 015543-015552, EFTs 26041601, 

26042401-26042404, 26041701, 26042801-26042805, 2026041701) in the amount 
of $1,489,007.16 (attached hereto) and the April 2026 Fund Transfer from 
Savings to Checking in the amount of $1,540,000, and the 2026 Q1 Manager Pay 
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and Expenses (Charles Jasken, Olson), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, 
Olson, Charles Jasken, Chris Jasken, Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none;  
motion carried. 

6.2. Motion to approve the January – March 2026 Revenue & Expense Report 
(Charles Jasken, Kral), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Charles 
Jasken, Chris Jasken, Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; motion carried.  
 

7. Grant Program Funding Requests 
7.1. District BMP Cost Share Program 

7.1.1. Kent Mollberg – Pollinator Planting - Sandra Kay Road.  Motion to approve 
the Cost Share application for Kent Mollberg on Sandra Kay Road for up to 
$1000.00.  (Kral, Olson), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Charles 
Jasken, Chris Jasken, Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; motion carried. 

7.2. Education Mini-Grants 
7.2.1. Rossman Elementary 3rd Grade – Andrea Judisch – Monarch Life Cycle Study 

supplies (larvae, containers, houses, & milkweed).  Motion to approve the 
Education Mini-Grant application for Andrea Judisch from Roosevelt 
Elementary for up to $500.00.  (Charles Jasken, Kral), Roll Call Vote: AYES: 
Michaelson, Olson, Charles Jasken, Chris Jasken, Busker, Okeson, Kral, 
NAYS: none; motion carried. 
 

8. Project Reports and Initiatives 
8.1. Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Project – BWSR C23-0127 Grant. The easement 

from the DNR has been acquired.  Bach will contact Ted Rud, Houston Engineering, 
to move the District forward with next steps. 

8.2. Buck’s Mill Dam Modification Project – Engineer Monson informed the Managers 
construction 50% complete.  The ribbon cutting ceremony is tentatively scheduled 
for the week of July 13th. 

8.3. Campbell Creek Streambank Restoration and Water Storage Project.  The 
Engineer’s Report has been submitted to the appropriate agencies for review.  Next 
step is to set a public hearing for the project establishment.  Motion to set the 
Public Hearing for the Establishment of the Campbell Creek Phase 1 
Streambank Restoration Project for May 20th, 2026. (Olson, Okeson), Roll Call 
Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Charles Jasken, Chris Jasken, Busker, Okeson, 
Kral, NAYS: none; motion carried. 

8.4. Little Floyd Lake-Nuisance Aquatic Vegetation – Staff is working with homeowners 
to navigate the permitting and herbicide treatment options.  The main disconnect in 
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this endeavor is that the DNR Permitting system is set up to treat areas close to 
shore to allow for swimming areas, while our homeowners are noting native plant 
growth beyond 75ft from shore that is making navigation to open water difficult.  

8.5. Swimmers Itch -   Meeting with the City to discuss options for control.  
 

9. New Business  
9.1. Discussion of Administrator Guetter’s status.  Tera will retire as soon as possible 

after May 1st.  Managers discussed the path forward with staff given all the 
changes in the district workload.  The board discussed a three-phase process 1) 
take care of Tera, 2) appoint Shanna Bach as interim administrator, 3) look at hiring 
an administrator long-term.   

9.1.1. Motion to appoint Shanna Bach as the interim administrator of the 
Pelican River Watershed District effective May 1 with all the authorities 
granted to the administrator and direct the Personnel Committee to meet 
with Bach to perform her annual evaluation (Charles Jasken, Kral) , Roll 
Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Charles Jasken, Chris Jasken, Busker, 
Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; motion carried. 

9.1.2. Motion to apply for a District credit card through Old National Bank with 
limits of $20,000 for Shanna and $5,000 for Josh. (Olson, Chris Jasken), Roll 
Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Charles Jasken, Chris Jasken, Busker, 
Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; motion carried. 

9.2. Minnesota State Retirement System – Health Care Savings Account.  Motion to 
approve the Minnesota State Retirement System – Health Care Savings Plan 
Contract as presented, attached hereto (Chris Jasken, Olson), Roll Call Vote: 
AYES: Michaelson, Olson, Charles Jasken, Chris Jasken, Busker, Okeson, Kral, 
NAYS: none; motion carried. 

9.3. Discussion of Coordination Meeting with the City Administrator.  Engineer Monson 
reviewed his meeting with Kelcey Klem City Administrator. 

9.3.1. Chlorides - Smart Salt Training is done for all City Employees, there is a 
current Chloride Reduction Citizens Advisory Council which PRWD is a part of. 

9.3.2. Swimmer’s Itch – The city will be continuing with two treatments per summer 
to comply with DNR guidelines.   

9.3.3. Saint Anthony Falls Laboratory – Engineer Monson connected Bach and Jon 
Gulliver of SAFL.  Dr. Gulliver was interested in having a local partner for 
research projects.    

9.3.4. E. coli – Increased monitoring will happen in the ’26 Monitoring Season.  
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9.3.5. Capital Improvement Plan – Discussion on what is next.  Staff and Moore will 
look at a draft CIP for project development.  The City identified the Willow 
Street Pond implementation, the Mall Parking Lot, and the Holmes Street and 
Fairgrounds Basins as possible projects.  Engineer Monson asked the board to 
share any possible projects so staff can add to the list and explore. 

9.3.6. Permitting – Monson and Croaker reviewed the email from Kelcey Klemm 
related to permitting MOU in the City of Detroit Lakes.  The City laid out two 
options for moving forward.  Option 1 includes the City taking over all 
stormwater permitting within the city (this is the city preferred option).  Option 
2 includes the City deferring stormwater and shoreland permitting to PRWD.  
Motion to direct Attorney Croaker to move forward with option 1 as laid out 
by the City of Detroit Lakes in discussions related to the permitting MOU.  
(Olson, Chris Jasken), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, 
Chris Jasken, Busker, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; Absent: Olson, motion 
carried. 

 
10. Reports   

10.1. District Attorney - Lukas Croaker – Nothing Further. 
10.2. District Engineer - Garrett Monson – Engineer Monson attended the first 

annual MN Pond Symposium, stormwater pond symposium.  Good information on 
stormwater research that can be brought to the City of Detroit Lakes. 
 

11. Upcoming meetings and events  
11.1. April 21, 2026 – Meeting of the PRWD Personnel Committee, 08:30 AM 
11.2. May 20, 2026 –Regular Meeting, 08:30 AM 

Meeting Adjournment at 12:07 PM  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

 

 Meeting Approved 
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Date Num Vendor Amount

Bremer Bank Checking

04/15/2026 015543 Premium Waters, Inc.  $             (28.23)

04/15/2026 015544 Column Software PBC  $           (141.52)

04/15/2026 015545 Arvig  $             (69.95)

04/15/2026 015546 Becker County  $      (11,306.00)

04/15/2026 015547 Verizon  $             (38.39)

04/15/2026 015548 Corporate Technologies  $           (690.00)

04/15/2026 015549 Houston Engineering Inc.  $           (470.00)

04/15/2026 015550 Clasen & Schiessl CPAs  $        (8,780.50)

04/15/2026 015551 Feldt Plumbing LLP  $        (9,000.00)

04/15/2026 015552 Loffler  $           (267.53)

04/15/2026 26041601 Ashwill Companies  $  (1,355,196.70)

04/24/2026 26042401 Ohnstad Twichell, P.C.  $        (2,144.50)

04/24/2026 26042402 Moore Engineering, Inc  $      (98,979.59)

04/24/2026 26042403 Wells Fargo-Office Lease  $        (1,378.73)

04/24/2026 26042404 *Guetter,Tera  $             (75.00)

04/17/2026 26041701 Old National/Bremer Bank National Assoc.  $             (20.00)

04/28/2026 26042801 .Olson, Laurie  $             (15.23)

04/28/2026 26042802 .Kral, D.  $             (29.00)

04/28/2026 26042803 .Jasken, Charles  $           (128.33)

04/28/2026 26042804 .Jasken, Chris  $             (26.10)

04/28/2026 26042805 .Michaelson, R.  $             (44.95)

04/17/2026 2026041701 Loffler Companies, Inc.  $           (176.91)

Total for Bremer Bank Checking  $  (1,489,007.16)

Staff Payroll, Taxes, & Benefits:  $        22,674.79 

Manager Payroll & Taxes:  $          3,916.62 

PELICAN RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT
Bill Payment List

April 1-30, 2026

 Friday, May 08, 2026 04:03 PM GMTZ
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District Administrator’s Report 
May 12, 2025 

1 of 12 

1. Upcoming Dates of Note: 
• May Manager Meeting – Wednesday, May 20, 2026 – 8:30 AM 
• Office Closed – Memorial Day – May 25, 2026 
• Buck’s Mill Project Celebration – Thursday, July 16, 2026, at the Becker County Museum 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
• MN Watersheds Summer Tour – August 25-26, 2026, Holiday Inn, Detroit Lakes 

2. Surface Waters Protection and Enhancement - Capital Improvement Projects/Structural and Non-Structural
Practices 

a. Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Capital Improvement Project (CIP).  Phase 2- Lower Structure.
The MN DNR Land Easement was received on April 13, 2026, and has been recorded with Becker County.
The Pre-Construction Meeting was held with Houston, Hough, Inc. Sherbrook Turf (subcontractor), BWSR,
and the MN DNR on 4/30/2026.  Hough, Inc. anticipates starting mid-June on the access road and being
ready for in-water work as soon as DNR timing allows.  Houston will install a gauge upstream of the control 
structure to check water levels daily.  Cody Zarak will be the Houston Project Representative on site.  Mr.
Zarak was the site representative for the Little Floyd Lake project, also and is familiar with PRWD staff and
expectations. 

b. Campbell Creek Project (MPCA 319 Funding/Otter Tail 1W1P).
The Clean Water Fund grant application was not sent to BWSR for the 2027 cycle.
The Engineer’s Report was sent to BWSR and DNR for advisory comments.  We have received comments
from both BWSR and DNR.  The notice for the public hearing to be held on May 20, 2026 was published in
the Detroit Lakes Tribune on May 9 & May 16, and mailed to the appropriate contacts at the MN DNR, BWSR,
Becker County, Detroit Township, and Richwood Township on May 8.  After the Public Hearing establishing 
the project on May 20th, the bid package will be finalized, and the project will be open for bids. 
Bach has been working with project partners on funding the project.  If grant funds are not awarded for the
full project cost the MPCA Clean Water Loan option is still available. The following table outlines the total 
project cost of construction and the current list of secured funds: 

Total Construction Cost $  1,341,100.00 
Hwy 149 Culvert $      663,330.00  
Streambank work outside of Culvert $      636,440.00  
Remaining $        41,330.00  

Total Secure $  1,120,299.30 Expiration  
319 P1 - Grant $      189,904.00  8/1/2027 
319 P1 - Match $      119,400.00  8/1/2027 
319 P2 - Grant $      279,583.30  
319 P2 - Match $      186,389.00  
OT1W1P C25-0116 $        80,023.00  12/31/2027 
OT1W1P C27 $      265,000.00  
BWSR $                -   
MDM - BWSR $                -   
CPL - MN DNR 

Remaining  $      220,800.70  
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c. Bucks Mill Dam Modification (MN DNR Lessard-Sams, Get Out More Funding).   

Construction is substantially complete and Ashwill has moved off site.  The final gauge readings were taken, 
and a water level report was uploaded to the project site showing the water levels as well as precipitation 
and average daily temperature.  Water levels on Mill Pond rose during the construction of the project due to 
a number of factors.  You can see the spring thaw effect of rising water levels after warm days and a good 
amount of precipitation during the project.  Just as the project was wrapping up a beaver dam was noted at 
the inlet to Mill Pond which may impact water levels in the coming months. 
Overall the site looks and sounds beautiful, and several citizens have posted pictures and videos of the site 
on social media. Staff and Moore Engineering continue to plan the end of project celebration, site plaques, 
and Museum Exhibit for the Becker County Museum. 

 
3. Becker County Drainage Systems 11, 12, 13 and 14 

a. DITCH 11 (Whiskey Creek)- No activity to report. 
b. DITCH 12 (Campbell Creek)–  

i. 26-12-01 – Beaver reported at outlet of Campbell Creek into North Floyd Lake.  Open. 
c. DITCH 13 (Little Floyd Lake to Big Detroit) – Beaver reported in Rice Lake Wetland by DNR staff.  DNR has 

commenced trapping.  
d. DITCH 14 and BRANCH 1 (HWY 10 to St. Clair Lake to Pelican River) – no activity to report 

 
4. WATER MANAGEMENT RULES – see enclosed monthly report.   

a. The Maintenance agreement has been updated in accordance with the change to the recording process 
made at the January Manager’s Meeting. The agreements from 2025 have been uploaded to the parcels on 
the County GIS Viewer. Copies will be sent to the landowners. 
The Notary requirement for the Maintenance Agreement is no longer necessary if the document is not 
recorded. Staff will remove the notary sections and add an attest. 

b. Beranek attended the Becker County Planning and Zoning meeting April 23rd, 2026, and provided feedback 
on proposed verbiage for Vegetation Management Rules. A few key notes include: 

i. Removed verbiage “deep rooted and dense” from section 8.33 (B)(3) 
ii. Reviewed section 9.0 Subdivision/Platting Provisions 

 
5. HABITAT PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT 

a. River/Stream Connectivity – Barriers to Fish Movement. Buck’s Mill – See reports under Capital Projects. 
b. Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention and Management.   

i. AIS delineations for curly leaf pondweed (CLP) started May 8th, 2026. Beranek and Blom went out 
and surveyed muskrat lake but did not locate any CLP. Cold temperatures this spring have delayed 
plant growth and could push delineation times back to the last week of May. If none is visually seen 
the rake will be thrown to take samples in areas CLP has been reported in the past. 

c. Swimmer’s Itch – Bach and Beranek attended a meeting on April 16 at 3:00 PM at City Hall regarding 
swimmer’s itch. Notes from the meeting are attached.  Items discussed for PRWD’s involvement included 
the preparation of a guide to help lakeshore owners apply for permits (completed and attached), a social 
media education campaign shared by the City, PRWD, and Lake Associations for summer, and continued 
research into other treatment options.    
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d. Little Floyd Vegetation Management – Mr. DeMay attended the Board of Manager’s meeting on April 15th, 

2026.  During this meeting PRWD staff updated managers with the plans to move forward with homeowner 
permits and the plan to monitor Chara growth with GPS mapping during routine lake sampling in the 
summer of 2026. 
 

 
6. EDUCATION AND OUTREACH (Website, Social Media, and Workshops) 

a. Social Media Posts  
(Facebook & Instagram) – Facebook Followers – 363 (last month 299)*, Instagram Followers – 31 (last 
month 31) 

Date Description Engagement 
4/7/2026 Share MN DNR Fish Art Contest Winners  
4/13/2026 Share Detroit Lakes Public School 2nd Grade Trip to 

the Butterfly Odyssey 
3 reactions, 0 comments, 1 share 

4/20/2026 Buck’s Mill Dam Construction Update Video – 
produced by Moore Engineering 

79 reactions, 10 comments, 15 
shares 

4/21/2026 Share Detroit Lakes Public School Inter Post 
Featuring Aiden! 

5 reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 

4/30/2026 Sharing the news of Administrator Guetter’s 
passing.  

259 reactions, 29 comments, 13 
shares 

5/1/2026 Share Loans & Drones video of Buck’s Mill 10 reactions, 1 comment, 1 share 
5/4/2026 Share Administrator Guetter’s Obituary 7 reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 
5/4/2026 Share Loans & Drones video of Buck’s Mill – Before 

& After 
3 reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 

5/8/2026 Share BWSR – Spring Planting Post 1 reaction, 0 comments, 0 shares 
• The increase in followers may be attributed to a setting change on Facebook.  The Buck’s Mill posts were 

shared widely and received some unhelpful comments.  Settings were adjusted so that while all posts 
remained visible and public, only followers of the PRWD main site can comment.   

b. Waterfest – Bach presented at the annual Waterfest for area 5th graders on May 7, 2026.  The presentation 
centered on stormwater management, and its effects on our lakes and streams.  She had many questions 
from curious kids about the Buck’s Mill Project and will be inviting a few classes to our summer celebration 
to make sure they get all their questions answered! 

c. DLCCC/Becker County Museum Native Plantings – Logan Reidel from Minnesota Native Landscapes has 
reviewed the site and the DLCCC / County Museum and has returned a series of recommendations and a 
quote.  This will be on the agenda for the May Board of Manager’s meeting. 

d. Lake Habitat Camp – Bach will be hosting a day camp at the Becker County Museum the week of June 8th.  
The Topic is ‘A Dive into Lake Habitat.’  She will guide campers through exercises from the MN DNR 
MinnAqua curriculum related to watersheds and habitat. 

e. Ottertail 1W1P Education and Outreach Group – See 1W1P Section.  
f. MN Lakes and Rivers – Video series is posted and available on the PRWD Facebook page and our website 

at: https://prwd.org/resources/shoreline-stewardship-video-campaign/ .  Managers approved sponsorship 
for the 2026 series of videos at the February meeting. 
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7. DISTRICT OPERATIONS/ADMINISTRATION.  

a. Grant Oversight -  
Grant Campbell Creek Watershed Restoration (MPCA Section 319 Small Watersheds 

Focus Group C Grant Funding) – Phase 1 
Amount Grant: $291,965, Match: $194,644, Total: $486,609 (unspent $309,844.00 

allocated to construction) 
Expiration Date 7/1/2027 
Next Report Date 8/1/2026 
Update None. 
Grant Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Phase 1 BWSR C21-4482 Grant 
Amount $830,108.00 ($0.00 unspent) 
Expiration Date 12/31/2025 
Next Report Date 6/30/2026 
Update Grant is complete.  Audit is complete. Final report is due though Elink on 

6/30/2026. 
Grant Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Phase 2 BWSR C23-0127 Grant 
Amount $640,000 (unspent $633,219.25) 
Expiration Date 12/31/2026 
Next Report Date 6/30/2026 
Update None. 
Grant Buck’s Mill Dam Modification Grant 
Amount $3,900,000.00 (unspent $1,878,445.72) 
Expiration Date 6/30/2029 
Next Report Date 6/30/2026 
Update None. 
Grant Otter Tail River 1W1P Watershed Based Implementation Funding C23-4546 
Amount $85,000.00 ($0.00 unspent) 
Expiration Date 12/31/2026 
Next Report Date 1/31/2027 
Update The PRWD section of this grant is spent and reimbursed as of Q1 2026.  Final 

reporting will commence in the winter. 
Grant Otter Tail River 1W1P Watershed Based Implementation Funding C25-0116 
Amount $103,500.00 ($22,966.24 unspent) 
Expiration Date 12/31/2027 
Next Report Date 1/31/2027 
Update Remaining Funds and Encumbrances: GIS Services - $2732.99, Project 

Development - $2943.24, Shoreline Streambank Restoration (Campbell Creek) - 
$20,023.00. 

b. Otter Tail River 1W1P Partnership – WEBSITE: https://www.eotswcd.org/ot1w1p/   
i. Otter Tail 1W1P Implementation Grant  

• Reimbursement requests for $23,453.50 (C23-4546) and $52,545.88 (C25-0116) were 
submitted to Otter Tail 1W1P for Q1 2026.  This payment was received in May. 

• The Otter Tail 1W1P Technical Advisory Committee Meeting was held on May 4th, 2026.   
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c. Financial Audit 2025 – Lakes Area CPAs has completed the request portion of the 2025 Financial Audit.  The 
final report has been drafted and reviewed by staff.  Mr. White is tentatively scheduled to attend the May 
2026 meeting to present the audit.  

d. Minnesota PFMLA Agreement & Policy Updates – The PFMLA Agreement with Shelterpoint was signed.  
Due to state reporting deadlines this contract will go into effect on 7/1/2026.   

e. 2026 Manager Appointments – Seats for Managers Michaelson, Olson, and Chris Jasken have been 
advertised and will be appointed at the May 19th meeting of the Becker County Commissioners.  

f. 2026 PRWD Interns.  Two interns have been hired and accepted their positions for the 2026 Monitoring 
Season, Eden Schmitz (Detroit Lakes High School, University of Minnesota – Crookston) and Colton Appel 
(Arco High School, Bemidji State University.)  The interns will start on May 18. 

g. 2025 Annual Report – The Annual Report is 80% competed.  Bach will wrap up the report and present at the 
June meeting for filing with BWSR by June 30. 

h. 2026 MN Watersheds Summer Tour – The MN Watersheds Summer Tour will be held August 25 & 26 and 
will focus on the Red River Basin as a whole.  The home site will be in Detroit Lakes at the Holiday Inn.  The 
Summer Partners consist of MN Watersheds, PRWD, Wild Rice Watershed District, the Red River Watershed 
Management Board, Becker SWCD, and the Red River Basin Commission.  Bach met with the Summer 
Partners team on May 6th to discuss possible bus tour routes.   

i. Interim Administration Evaluation – Ms. Bach’s evaluation and salary adjustment were conducted by the 
Personnel Committee on April 21, 2026.  The salary adjustment and plan moving forward will be brough to 
the May 20, 2026 Board of Managers meeting.  

j. Water Resource Coordinator Evaluation – Mr. Beranek’s review was completed on May 12, 2026. 
k. In Memorial, Tera Guetter – Administrator Guetter gave notice of her intent to retire on May 1, 2026, at the 

April 15, 2026, Board of Managers Meeting.  Administrator Guetter passed away surrounded by her family on 
April 28, 2026.  Ms. Guetter served the district for 26 years and to say she will be missed greatly is an 
understatement.  Bach has met with Mr. Guetter to discuss final arrangements for Tera’s accounts and 
leave balances.  A funeral Mass will be held at Holy Rosary Catholic Church on May 15, 2026, at 1:00 pm 
with a Celebration of Life at Buck’s Mill Brewing immediately after. 

 
8. DATA COLLECTION AND MONITORING PROGRAM 

a. Streams & Lakes – Report assembly for the 2025 sampling season completed. Beranek completed the first 
routine stream sampling run on 5/6 for the 2026 season.  

b. Ice Out - Lake ice out dates are as follows: 
Lake Ice Out Date Reported by 
Detroit April 21, 2026 Detroit Lakes Tribune 
Sallie & Melissa April 20, 2026 Sallie Melissa Improvement 

Association Facebook Page 
Big Floyd April 19, 2026 Floyd Shores 
Little Floyd April 18th, 2026 Floyd Shores 

 
c. Equipment- sonde has been repaired but chloride probe is not functioning. New probes ordered 5/6/26. 

Hobos sent on 3/31/25 are still being repaired. 
d. 2026 Monitoring Plan- The first routine stream sampling run was completed May 6th, 2026, by Beranek. 

Permission request letters were sent to landowners on Dart and Cottage lake. Landowners on Dart granted 
permission. 
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e. Chlorides  

i. Chloride Analysis –The 1000mg/L standard and magnesium sulfate solution were made 4/28.  
f. The 10 mg/L standard was made the next day. All standards were checked during calibration. Standards will 

be made and stored in appropriate containers and will be good for six months. 
i. Chloride Meter – Beranek calibrated chloride probe 4/30 with no issues. Calibrated again on 5/6 

and received a calibration error. Probe is no longer functioning properly. New probes ordered 
5/6/26. 

ii. City of Detroit Lakes Wastewater Treatment Plant Citizens Advisory Committee – Next meeting is 
scheduled for July 2026.  
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10. April Weather 

a. Detroit Lakes, MN – National Weather Service Data 
March in Detroit Lakes ended up being average despite some temperature swings and seen some much-
needed moisture. The daily average temperatures for the month were either above or below average for 
most days ranging from 2.4-18.9 degrees below average and 2.2-24.2 degrees above average. On 4/22/2026 
the maximum temperature was 84 degrees F, and the minimum temperature was 5 degrees F on 4/6/2026. 
The month saw one day of significant (>0.5”) precipitation on 4/27/26 and one day of significant snowfall on 
4/4/2026 which put us just above average the normal precipitation accumulation for the month.  Total 
snowfall for the month was 9.4 inches, almost twice the monthly average of 5.3 inches. Total precipitation 
with snow was equivalent to 3.08 inches. 
 

Monthly Temperature Data 

Warmest Day High Temp(s): 84°F, 4/22/2026  Daily Average High Temp: 50.6° F 

Coldest Day Low Temp (s): 5°F, 4/6/2026 Daily Average Low Temp: 30.1° F 

  Monthly Average Temp: 40.3° F 

Monthly Precipitation Data 

Days with Significant 
Precipitation >0.5 inches: 1 Total Precipitation for 

month: 3.08 inches 

Monthly Wind Data 
Wething Field, Detroit Lakes, MN 

Days with Sustained winds 
over 13 mph (Moderate 
Breeze) 

5 
Days with Gusts over 32 
mph (Near Gale) 0 
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b. Frost Depth 
Frost accumulation remained at 60” below ground and the thaw was still at 36” the first week of April. A 
cold front caused a secondary frost refreezing to 9” in depth. More seasonal temperatures increased the 
thaw depth to 54” where it meets the remaining frost completely thawing the ground for the year. 
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c. Minnesota Drought Report 
The overall drought situation improved during the month of April.  The percentage of the state in no drought 
increased the most.  There was a large shift in areas labeled ‘Abnormally Dry’ and ‘Moderate Drought”, seen 
across the northern half and southwest corner of the state. The only remaining areas with these conditions 
are the north central and southwest portions. The ‘Severe Drought’ that was in the northeast is now gone. A 
small patch still exists in the very southwest corner. Becker County saw an almost complete disappearance 
of drought conditions with all but the far eastern part having no drought conditions. The eastern part of the 
county is still seeing some abnormally dry conditions.  
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?MN  
 
Current: 
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PERMITS COMPLETED  

No. Name/Address Description 
26-03 City of Detroit Lakes 

West Lake Drive-Washington 
Ave to Legion Rd 
1240 ROSSMAN AVE 
PIN:497024000 
Detroit Lake 

PRWD Rule Chapter 6, Section 6.2(E) Linear Projects. Projects that 
create or fully reconstruct more than one (1) acre of impervious 
surface as part of the same project. Met 3/17/26 to discuss BMPs 
that are within 3ft of ground water. Pratt and Moore talked with MPCA 
about the rule. Met 4/7/26 to discuss filtration options for BMPs in 
two locations to comply with rules. Apex engineering is reviewing the 
options. 

 
PERMITS IN PROCESS 

  

Applicant 
Application 

Status 
Update 

PRWD 
Contact Date 

The Port on Little 
Detroit (Bowling Alley 
Property) 
1377 West Lake Dr 
PIN: 490124000 
Little Detroit Lake 

Incomplete Construction of townhomes. PRWD Rule Chapter 
6, Section 6.2(B) Residential subdivision or 
development of four (4) or more lots. Emailed the 
city on 5/5/26 to check the status of the submitted 
plans. Mr. Remmen emailed 5/8/26 saying that a 
final plat has not been submitted and more 
information is need on the SWPPP.  

5/8/26 

City of Detroit Lakes 
Rossman Avenue- 
Between Willow Street 
and Reynolds Street 

Complete Street and Utility Improvements. PRWD Rule 
Chapter 6, Section 6.2(E) Linear Projects. Projects 
that create or fully reconstruct more than one (1) 
acre of impervious surface as part of the same 
project. Quentin emailed Mr. Pratt 4/30/26 asking 
to review plans for better TP removal. Mr. Pratt sent 
his updated 5/6/26 and Quentin replied 5/8/26 
saying we would prefer a bioretention basin. Mr. 
Pratt disagrees with this and would like to attend 
the board meeting to discuss this project.  

5/12/26 

Ellen Moses 
1262 South Shore Dr 
Pin: 490723213 
Detroit Lake 

Completed Removal and reconstruction of a driveway. PRWD 
Rule Chapter 6, Section 6.2 (A)(1) Construction or 
reconstruction of impervious surface resulting in 
total impervious surface lot coverage of more than 
twenty-five percent (25%) on riparian lots. Review 
letter received 5/5/26 and forwarded to contractor. 
Updated plans and soil information received 
5/7/26 and forwarded to Moore for review. 

5/11/2026 
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PERMITS IN PROCESS (continued) 

 
EXPECTED PROJECTS 

 

AGENCY MEETING REVIEW 

 

 

Applicant 
Application 
Status 

Update 
PRWD 
Contact Date 

Gary D Tharaldson 
2018 Legacy Trust 
1071 Shorewood Drive 
PIN: 490124634 
Detroit Lake 

Not yet 
applied 

Stormwater plan for building and parking lot.  
PRWD Rule Chapter 6, Section 6.2(A)(4) Projects 
requiring a variance from, or use of allowable 
mitigation within, the local shoreland zoning 
ordinance. Pre application meeting 5/4/26 to 
discuss project details. Project being review by 
Beranek and Moore to determine the best way to 
permit the project. 

5/4/2026 

Solomon, Marty 
12044 Co Hwy 17 
PIN: 190447000 
Lake Melissa 

Violation 
 

To date, the Permit Amendment has not been 
requested by Mr. Solmon. An email was sent to Mr. 
Solmon 4/21/26 restating the need to submit the 
plan and supplemental documents and request an 
amendment to his previous permit. The Amended 
Preliminary Administrative Compliance Order from 
September 2025 was attached to the email. 

4/21/2026 
 

Applicant Project 
Charles Klabo 
24594 S Melissa DR 
PIN: 190631000 
Lake Melissa  

Construction of a new home.  PRWD Rule Chapter 6, Section 6.2(A)(2). More 
than seven thousand (7,000) square feet of lot coverage of riparian lots. 

City of Detroit Lakes – City Council 
 

May 12, 2026 –  Pavillion Project Discussion – no comment 

City of Detroit Lakes – Planning Commission April 23, 2026 – no comments 
 

City of Detroit Lakes – Development 
Authority 

May 7, 2026 – Lincoln Apartments, no comment 
 

Becker County Commissioner April 21, 2026 – No comments 
May 5, 2026 - No comments 

Becker County – Planning and Zoning  March 25, 2026 – No comments 

Becker County – Board of Adjustment 
 

May 14, 2026 - No comments 
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