
Regular Meeting Agenda 
March 18, 2026

Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2026 
Time: 08:30 AM 
Location: Wells Fargo Building, Second Floor Meeting Room 

211 Holmes St. West, Detroit Lakes MN 
08:30 AM – Verification of Quorum & Call Meeting to Order 

1. Consider Agenda Additions & Approve Agenda 

2. Approve Consent Agenda
2.1. February 18, 2026 Board Meeting Minutes
2.2. Administrator’s Report (including the Ditch Inspector’s Report)

3. Public Comment – May address the Board for up to 3 minutes per speaker.

4. Rules/Permitting Report
5. Treasurer Report

5.1. Approve March 2026 Bills & March 2026 Fund Transfer
5.2. January-February 2026 Revenue & Expense Report; Grants Received/Expended

6. Grant Program Funding Requests
6.1. Best Management Practices (BMP) Applications
6.2. Education Mini-Grants

7. Project Updates
7.1. Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Phase 2 Lower Structure Project
7.2. Buck’s Mill Dam Modification Project
7.3. Campbell Creek Streambank Restoration Project
7.4. Swimmer’s Itch
7.5. Little Floyd Lake

8. New Business
8.1. Moore Engineering Task Order 9 – Public Outreach Campaign
8.2. Education and Outreach – Budget & Plan
8.3. PRWD Intern Aiden Blom – Grant Sponsorship – SPUN
8.4. Moore Engineering Task Order 4 - Buck’s Mill Dam Amendment #4
8.5. 2025 Monitoring Plan & 2026 Monitoring Reports
8.6. Daily Limit for EFT Transfer Increase

9. Reports
9.1. Attorney – Lukas Croaker
9.2. Engineer – Moore Engineering

10. Upcoming meetings and events
10.1. April 15, 2026, 8:30AM – Regular Managers’ Meeting 

11:00 AM Adjournment 

A meeting link request may be made by contacting the office by 3:30 PM on 3/17/2026 at 218-846-0436 or by emailing 
info@prwd.org  

Pelican River Watershed District Board Members may participate through interactive technology. 

mailto:info@prwd.org
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Date: Wednesday, February 18, 2026 
Location: Wells Fargo Building, Second Floor Meeting Room 

211 Holmes St. West, Detroit Lakes MN 
Managers Present: Rick Michaelson, Laurie Olson, Charles Jasken, Orrin Okeson (via IT), 

Dennis Kral 
Managers Absent: Scott Busker, Chris Jasken 
Staff: Tera Guetter (Administrator) via IT, Shanna Bach, Josh Beranek  
Consultants: Lukas Croaker (Ohnstad Twichell), Garrett Monson (Moore Engineering) 
Others: Birch Burdick (Melissa-Sallie Lake Improvement Association) via IT, Phil 

Hansen (Becker County Commissioner); Chuck Becker (Safe Wakes for 
MN Lakes), Aiden Blom (DLHS Student) 

 

1. Call to Order – The Regular Managers’ meeting was called to order by President 
Michaelson at 08:33 AM.  
1.1. Consider Agenda Additions & Approve Agenda.  President Michaelson listed the following 

changes to the agenda: move agenda item New Business-8.1 Phase 2 Wake Boat Study – 
Charles Becker, Safe Wakes to follow agenda item 6.  Grant Program Funding Requests. 
Manager Olson inquired if swimmer’s itch and Little Floyd Lake native vegetation concerns 
will be discussed and will be covered under 9.2 Engineer’s Report. Motion to approve the 
January 21, 2026 Meeting Agenda (Kral, Charles Jasken), Roll Call Vote: AYES: 
Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Olson, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none;  motion carries. 
 

2. Approve Consent Agenda 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda including the January 21, 2026 Regular Board 
Meeting Minutes and the February 2026 Administrator’s Report (Kral, Charles Jasken) Roll 
Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Olson, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none;  motion 
carries. 
 

3. Public Comment Period. Birch Burdick will encourage lake associations to report outbreaks of 
swimmer’s itch on the MAISRC Swimmer’s Itch site. Phil Hansen said there is interest at the 
County with the Wakeboard Board boat issue.    
 

4. Rules Permitting.  Beranek reviewed the February Rules report.   Motion to approve the 
February 2026 Rules Report. (Olson, Kral), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles 
Jasken, Olson, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; motion carries. 
 

5. Treasurer Report  
The February 2026 claims, fund transfer, and January 2026 R & E report were reviewed by the 
Managers. Treasurer Charles Jasken reviewed the bills.  Staff there are reimbursement 
payments coming for the Rice Lake Wetland Restoration, Cambell Creek Streambank 
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Restoration, and Buck’s Mill Streambank Restoration Projects. For the Buck’s Mill project, 
future invoices will be tracked by construction activity -  Bucks Mill Dam improvements  and 
streambank restoration (Volume 1) and Buck’s Mill Drive Township Road Improvements 
/Culvert Replacement (Volume 2).  
5.1. Motion to approve February 2026 Claims (Checks015524-015532, EFTs 26020201, 

26021801, 26022001-26022004, 26022604-26022605) in the amount of $98,314.14 
(attached hereto) and the February 2026 Fund Transfer from Savings to Checking in 
the amount of $55,000 (Charles Jasken, Kral), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, 
Charles Jasken, Olson, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none;  motion carries. 

5.2. Motion to approve the January 2026 Revenue & Expense Report (Charles Jasken, 
Olson), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Olson, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: 
none;  motion carries. 

5.3. Bank Depositories.  Treasurer Charlie Jasken requested authorization to obtain a proposal 
from Midwest Bank to compare rates and services with Old National Bank.  There was 
general agreement to meet with Midwest Bank before the next board meeting and 
Managers Charlie Jasken and Kral, Administrator Guetter and Office Coordinator Bach will 
be included in the meeting.  
 

6. Grant Program Funding Requests 
6.1. District BMP Cost Share Program – no applications received. 
6.2. District Education Mini-Grant -2026 Shoreline Stewardship Campaign Request.  Bach noted 

the District sponsored this project in 2025 which produces a series of 30-second video clips 
about water quality, loons, native shoreline stewardship, and pollinators. Motion to approve 
the 2026 Shoreline Stewardship Campaign Request in the amount of $2,500 (Kral, 
Olson), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Olson, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: 
none; motion carries. 

 
7. New Business –  

7.1. Phase 2 Wake Boat Study – Charles Becker (Safe Wakes for MN Lakes/)  
Chuck Becker presented on the St. Anthony Falls Research Center – U of MN Phase 2 
Wake Boat Study Report July 2025 - Study Summary Link. He reviewed the findings and 
showed the video data of the underwater impacts from boat type and operations.  Mr. 
Becker thanked the Managers for sponsoring the study.   Mr. Becker distributed example 
maps of SAFL recommended areas for wake boat surf operation on lakes.  Currently three 
lakes (Fox, Pickerel, & Sugarbush) are petitioning Becker County to enact ordinances to 
limit surf operation on these lakes due to their size and depth. Mr. Becker stressed 
education on this topic is “key” to ensuring that our waters are protected and owners 
utilize their craft in a responsible manner. 
 

https://pub.umn.edu/safl/Boat-Report-2025/
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8. Project Reports 
8.1. Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Project – BWSR C23-0127 Grant.  MN DNR indicated the land 

easement will be completed by month-end and Hough has been informed of this timeline and 
construction will commence beginning in March.  

8.2. Buck’s Mill Dam Modification Project – Engineer Monson informed the Managers 
construction has begun and the contractor anticipates project completion by mid-June. 
Water levels will be recorded and photographed on a daily basis by Moore staff and 
reported  on the District office and will be posted on the District’s website.  

8.3. Campbell Creek Streambank Restoration and Water Storage Project.  Staff is meeting with 
MN DNR and Stantec on February 11th to discuss possible MN DNR grant funding. 
Administrator Guetter is submitting a grant application to BWSR. 

8.4. Willow Street Pond Feasibility Study – Guetter informed the Managers this project is 
completed. The City of DL selected the water reuse option to the Snappy Ballfields to 
reduce phosphorus loading to St. Clair Lake.  Engineer Monson and Guetter will be 
meeting with City of DL to discuss future joint projects.  
 

9. New Business  
9.1. Certificate of Deposit. The District’s 4-month CD (GEN-$ 125K; UTIL-$75K; LMP-01-$ 175K; 

PIF - $125K) will mature on March 18, 2026.  Since the CD maturity date is prior to the 
March Regular meeting, there was general agreement for Managers Charlie Jasken and Kral 
and staff to review the CD rates, determine appropriate fund amounts, and reinvest the 
principal funds. Motion to authorize Managers Charles Jasken and Kral to review the 
current  CD rates, determine appropriate fund amounts, and reinvest the principal 
funds (Michaelson, Olson), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Olson, 
Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; motion carries. 

9.2. ShelterPoint Private Carrier Paid FMLA Plan.  Currently the District is enrolled in the MN 
State plan Q1 2026, but most Cities and Counties are opting to enroll in a private carrier 
plan.  The ShelterPoint plan is listed on the state approved private carriers list. 

9.2.1. Motion to approve Equivalent Plan Substitution with a ShelterPoint Life 
Insurance Company MN Paid Family and Medical Leave Policy, effective July 1, 
2026. Staff will update the District’s Personnel Policy to include Equivalent Plan 
Substitutions (private plans) for MN Paid Family and Medical Leave, and the 
District will cover 100% of the premium cost for eligible employees and 
Managers, (Kral, Olson), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Olson, 
Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; motion carries. 

9.3. Administrator Schedule – Guetter requested to start pay period #5. Motion to approve 
Administration Guetter reduced work schedule request to 32-hours per week , 
starting at pay period #5 for an 8-week period with updates as needed (Michaelson, 
Kral), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, Olson, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: 
none; motion carries. 
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9.4. Authorization to apply for BWSR, Lessard Sams Grants for Campbell Creek Streambank 
Restoration Project. Motion to authorize Administrator Guetter to apply for applicable 
grant funds and act as designated signatory for the Campbell Creek Streambank 
Restoration Project (Olson, Kral), Roll Call Vote: AYES: Michaelson, Charles Jasken, 
Olson, Okeson, Kral, NAYS: none; motion carries. 

10. Reports   
10.1. District Attorney – Lukas Croaker.  No further updates.  
10.2. District Engineer-Garrett Monson. Monson updated the board that he will be 

meeting with the City of Detroit Lakes to discuss the priorities laid out in the January 14 
Special Meeting and that Moore Engineering reviewed a draft comprehensive Education 
and Outreach proposal.  Engineer Monson clarified that 2026 rates will apply to existing 
contracts and Moore Engineering is continuing work on their invoicing process.  A meeting 
was held with the City of Detroit Lakes regarding the West Lake Drive.  This project is 
currently under permit review. 
 

11. Upcoming meetings and events  
11.1. March 18, 2026 –Regular Meeting, 08:30 AM 

Meeting Adjournment at 11:25AM  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

 

Laurie Olson, Acting Secretary Meeting Approved 
 



Date Ref No. Vendor  Amount 
2/20/2026 26022001 *Guetter,Tera  $                                                        75.00 

Employee Expenses Total: 75.00$                                                        

2/26/2026 26022604 Loffler Companies, Inc.  $                                                      176.91 

2/18/2026 26021801
Old National/Bremer Bank 
National Assoc.  $                                                        20.00 
Vendor Expenses - Autopay Total: 196.91$                                                     

2/20/2026 26022004 Wells Fargo-Office Lease  $                                                 1,378.73 

2/20/2026 26022003 Stantec Consulting Services Inc.  $                                               14,994.49 
2/2/2026 26020201 Moore Engineering, Inc  $                                               74,139.24 
2/20/2026 26022002 Ohnstad Twichell, P.C.  $                                                 3,249.00 
2/26/2026 26022605 Bank of America  $                                                      528.19 

Vendor Expenses - EFT Total: 94,289.65$                                              

02/18/2026 015524 Premium Waters, Inc. 13.92

02/18/2026 015525 Column Software PBC 488.52
02/18/2026 015526 Office of MNIT Services 63.78
02/18/2026 015527 Arvig 71.95
02/18/2026 015528 City of Detroit Lakes 250.00
02/18/2026 015529 Verizon 38.41
02/18/2026 015530 Corporate Technologies 690.00
02/18/2026 015531 Houston Engineering Inc. 1,948.00
02/18/2026 015532 Loffler 188.00

Vendor Expenses - Check Total: 3,752.58$                                                 

Claims Paid Total:  $                                              98,314.14 

Staff Payroll, Taxes, & Benefits Total:  $                                               24,152.85 

PELICAN RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT
Claims Paid

February 2026



SPL PFML A  MN 1 0325 

Minnesota Paid Family and Medical Leave (PFML) Application 
Application is hereby made for a plan of Paid Family and Medical Leave based on the statements and representations 

contained herein. This application becomes part of the policy. Retain a signed copy for your records. 

Full Legal Business Name 

Business Address Mailing Address (if not the same) 

City State Zip City State Zip 

Applicant E-mail Office Phone # Attention/Care of 

Applicant Website Address 

Legal Entity Type (Choose one) 
 
 

 Sole Proprietor     Partnership         Corporation       Association       Limited Partner (LP)      Joint Venture (JV) 
 Limited Liability Co. (LLC)  Trust or Estate    Executor or Trustee    Limited Liability Partnership (LLP or LLLP)   Other 
 

Nature of Business SIC Code Federal ID # Unemployment Insurance # 

Requested Effective Date Current PFML Carrier 

COVERED EMPLOYEES 
All employees, pursuant to Paid Family, and Medical Leave law are covered: 

Number of Covered Males 
Number of Covered Females 

Total Employees 

EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTION 
Paid Family and Medical Leave  Noncontributory  Contributory

Proprietors: If Business Entity is a Proprietorship, list Names of Proprietors below. 

Mobile Phone # 

Nicole Lubrano
Line

Nicole Lubrano
Line
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Additional Entities/Locations to be covered 

Name 

Address 

Federal ID # Unemployment Insurance # 

Name 

Address 

Federal ID # Unemployment Insurance # 
*** If the number of additional entities exceeds space provided above, attach all additional information required on a separate piece of paper.*** 

Paid Family and Medical Leave Benefits 
Statutory Benefits 
 1x Paid Family and Medical Leave Benefit

Billing 
 Quarterly Billing in Arrears

Authorization 
All statements herein shall be deemed representations and not warranties. The applicant declares that, to the best of his/her 
knowledge and belief, the statements and answers to the questions in this application are correct and true.

No one except the Chief Executive Officer, a Vice President or the Secretary of SHELTERPOINT LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY may make or modify 
any contract on behalf of SHELTERPOINT LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. Any change or amendment to the policy shall be signed by SHELTERPOINT LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY and the policyholder. 

Applicant:    Date ______________ Name _____________________________________ Title __________________________ 

Signature __________________________ 

Producer:    Date ______________ Name _____________________________________ Title __________________________ 

Agency Name ____________________________________________________________ Agency # __________________________ 

Agency Address __________________________________________________________ Phone # ___________________________ 

Policy #:     Effective:    Payroll Rate: 

A person who files a claim with intent to defraud or helps commit a fraud against an insurer is guilty of a crime.
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Surface Waters Protection and Enhancement - Capital Improvement Projects/Structural and Non-Structural Practices 
 
1) Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Capital Improvement Project (CIP).  Phase 2- Lower Structure.    

As of October 2025, the MN DNR is processing the access and land easement for the lower structure and anticipates 
completion no later than mid-February 2026. MN DNR has confirmed that the easement will be ready by Feb 24 
(two weeks from their last update of 2/11).  The easement has not been completed to date.  Administrator Guetter 
has been in contact with the DNR multiple times and stressed that we are at a standstill with this project until this 
document is complete.  She restated again this month that the contractor is ready to start.   

2) Campbell Creek Project (MPCA 319 Funding/Otter Tail 1W1P).   Stantec is putting together the bid package with 2 
construction phases – culvert installation in 2026 and bank restoration in 2027.  The project cost is currently greater 
than the grant coverage.  According to the MN DNR, the current culvert is a barrier to fish passage and needs to be 
expanded for the project to receive necessary permits.  Our MPCA 319 Grant focus is water quality related to the 
sediment impairment of the creek.  Staff and Stantec Engineers held a meeting with the MN DNR to discuss options 
surrounding the culvert replacement and if there would be any funds available from the DNR to cover this portion of 
the project as it is out of scope for the original grant.  The DNR staff identified sources and offered assistance preparing 
those grant applications.  Administrator Guetter has requested additional funds from the Otter Tail 1W1P WBIF 
Funding and is also drafting a BWSR competitive grant application for the project.   
The funding challenges triggered the District and MPCA to request a grant extension for the original 319 Grant Work 
Plan which was granted this month.  Next steps are to schedule a public hearing for the establishment of the Campbell 
Creek Project.   

3) Bucks Mill Dam Modification (MN DNR Lessard-Sams, Get Out More Funding).  Construction has begun!  Ashwill 
Companies started construction on 2/18/2026.  Things are taking shape quickly.  Moore Engineering staff are reading 
gauges on the north bank of the Dam in the AM & PM each workday.  Readings to date are in the table below and will be 
published weekly on the PRWD website.  
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4) Water Level Readings 
Gauge (ft) at 5.00 1329.22 per MEI survey on 10/04/2024 

Gauge on Dam's North Bank 

  AM PM 

Project Day Date Gauge (ft) Elev (ft) Gauge (ft) Elev (ft) 

1 2/16/2026  1324.22 4.66 1328.88 

2 2/17/2026 4.7 1328.92 4.6 1328.82 

3 2/18/2026 4.68 1328.9 4.68 1328.9 

4 2/19/2026 4.7 1328.92 4.68 1328.9 

5 2/20/2026  1324.22  1324.22 

6 2/21/2026  1324.22  1324.22 

7 2/22/2026  1324.22  1324.22 

8 2/23/2026 4.68 1328.9 4.68 1328.9 

9 2/24/2026 4.70 1328.92 4.68 1328.9 

10 2/25/2026 4.70 1328.92 4.68 1328.9 

11 2/26/2026 4.68 1328.9 4.68 1328.9 

12 2/27/2026  1324.22  1324.22 

13 2/28/2026  1324.22  1324.22 

14 3/1/2026  1324.22  1324.22 

15 3/2/2026 4.68 1328.9 4.68 1328.9 

16 3/3/2026 4.68 1328.9 4.68 1328.9 
 
5) Becker County Drainage Systems 11, 12, 13 and 14 

a) DITCH 11 (Whiskey Creek)- No activity to report. 
b) DITCH 12 (Campbell Creek)– No activity to report. 
c) DITCH 13 (Little Floyd Lake to Big Detroit) –  

i) Maintenance work – Feldt Excavating began work on Ditch 13 on 3/9/2026. Open.  

   
d) DITCH 14 and BRANCH 1 (HWY 10 to St. Clair Lake to Pelican River) – No activity to report.  
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WATER MANAGEMENT RULES – see enclosed monthly report.   

e) The Maintenance agreement has been updated in accordance with the change to the recording process made at 
the January Manager’s Meeting.  Bach is working with the county to get our current agreements uploaded to the 
parcel viewer. 
 

6) HABITAT PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT 
a) River/Stream Connectivity – Barriers to Fish Movement. Buck’s Mill – See reports under Capital Projects. 
b) Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention and Management.   

i) Next steps will be to update treatment maps for curly leaf pondweed and flowering rush prior to 2026 AIS 
treatments  

c) Swimmer’s Itch - Bach contacted  PhD candidate Amanda Schuermann from MAISRC who is  researching the 
connection between swimmer’s itch and Zebra Mussels and Mystery Snails. (Understanding the influence of AIS 
on swimmer’s itch | Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC)  PRWD has offered sampling 
and data gathering assistance to help with her research.  Ms. Shuermann will reach out when she has her 
protocols set and discuss sampling plans for summer.  Guetter is contacting Pelican Lake about their next steps.  

d) Little Floyd Vegetation Management – Beranek and Bach met with Mark DeMay and Jerry Doyea of Little Floyd 
Lake to discuss baywide native vegetation treatment and permitting process.  Fortunately, the District completed 
vegetation surveys on Big, North, and Little Floyd in 2025 which will be useful for the permit application. Mr. 
DeMay is going to speak with his neighbors about paying for the treatment.  Administrator Guetter will contact PLM 
to get their feedback on how other lake associations are treating excessive native vegetation (chara) which is 
impeding navigation and swimming.  
 

7) EDUCATION AND OUTREACH (Website, Social Media, and Workshops) 
a) Butterfly Odyssey – The “Pollinator Expo” will be held on March 21, 2026.  Becky Mitchell (Becker County 

Museum), Logan Reidel (MNL), and Bach performed the Detroit Lakes press tour appearing on TV3, KDLM, and 
participating in an interview for the Detroit Lakes Tribune (yet to be published).  The schedule of events for 3/21 is 
as follows: 
i) 11:00 AM – Fern Gully showing at the Historic Holmes Theater - $5 
ii) 12:00 – 4:00 PM – Vendor tables  
iii) 12:00 – 4:00 PM – Art Activities from the Holmes varying prices. 
iv) 1:00 PM – Speaker Logan Riedel “Incorporating Pollinator Habitat into Home Landscapes.” 
v) The Butterfly Odyssey exhibit and the Smithsonian Pollination Investigation poster exhibit will run all day. 
vi) The Bach children will have a face painting table with butterfly, bee, and flower options (maybe some spiders 

and other wildlife, too). 
 

b) Local Media/Mailings.  Bach was on the February KDLM Hodge Podge.  Topics included the Pollinator Expo, 
Intern Positions, Buck’s Mill Dam, Campbell Creek & Rice Lake.  Bach was also invited to the monthly Becker 
County Museum Hodgepodge spot to speak about pollinators. 

  

https://maisrc.umn.edu/research-projects/66
https://maisrc.umn.edu/research-projects/66
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c) Social Media Posts  

(Facebook & Instagram) – Facebook Followers – 275 (last month 262), Instagram Followers – 30 (last month 29) 
Date Description Engagement 
2/10/2026 Intern Post reshare 0 reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 
2/12/2026 Trees have antifreeze – share from MN DNR 0 reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 
2/18/2026 Minnesota Conservation Volunteer Magazine Fish 

Art Contest – share from MN Dept of Education 
0 reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 

2/25/2026 Construction is underway at Buck’s Mill Dam 4 reactions, 0 comments, 2 shares 
3/2/2026 Pollinator Map Locations – Becker County 2 reactions, 0 comments, 3 shares, 

2 private messages 
3/2/2026 City of Detroit Lakes – Boulevard Tree Grant - share 1 reaction, 0 comments, 0 shares 
3/5/2026 TV3 – Pollinator Expo Interview 

TV3 Engagement – 388 views, 1 comment, 1 like, 3 
shares 

0 reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 
 

3/5/2026 DL Lakers Fishing Leage Sign Up – share 0 reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 
3/9/2026 Buck’s Mill Dam Progress Photos 3 reactions, 0 comments, 1 share 
3/10/2026 City of Detroit Lakes – Free Boulevard Tree - share 2 reactions, 0 comments, 1 shares 
3/10/2026 Ice Safety Post – share from MN DNR reactions, 0 comments, 0 shares 

 
d) Detroit Lakes Buzz Post – Buck’s Mill Dam – On 3/3/2026 there was a post on Detroit Lakes Buzz Facebook page 

regarding the progress at Buck’s Mill Dam.  The post was positive but stated the dam was being removed and a 
new park was going to be at the location of the private building.  A quick meeting with MNDNR staff, Engineer 
Monson and staff decided to add a clarification post on the DL Buzz site, contact DL Newspaper for an update 
article (Monson was interviewed on 3/11), and Leighton Broadcasting for a radio station segment (contacted but 
haven’t heard back yet).  The DL Buzz poster updated the post and was very gracious.  We gained 10 new 
Facebook followers. There is  
great local discussion in the post about  the dam modification project, and why this is important for river ecology 
and fishing and these folks are actively educating their neighbors.  There are some great progress pictures.  See 
below pictures and screenshots of comments.  
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e) DLCCC/Becker County Museum Native Plantings – Bach met with Jeff Detinger, DLCCC, and Becky Mitchell, 
Becker County Museum to discuss the status of the pollinator plantings.  They identified the areas that were in the 
roughest shape at the end of last season and marked them on the map.  Jeff also described the struggles with the 
near-term maintenance of the site.  The group will see what things look like when our growing season starts this 
year.  If we use the sleep, creep, leap, formula for the first three years, last summer was our sleep year.  This 
summer we should see some creep and some color by mid to late summer.  Action plans were outlined for 
assistance with maintenance from volunteer groups and PRWD interns, a watering plan, as well as ideas for 
augmenting trouble spots with additional vegetation as needed. 

f) Ottertail 1W1P Education and Outreach Group – See 1W1P Section.  
g) MN Lakes and Rivers – Video series is posted and available on the PRWD Facebook page and our website at: 

https://prwd.org/resources/shoreline-stewardship-video-campaign/ .  Managers approved sponsorship for the 
2026 series of videos at the February meeting. 

h) 2026 Education Plan and Budget – Guetter and Bach finalized the 2026 Education Plan and Budget.  Bach will 
present to the managers at the March Meeting. 

 
8) DISTRICT OPERATIONS/ADMINISTRATION.  

a) Grant Oversight -  
i) Campbell Creek Watershed Restoration (MPCA Section 319 Small Watersheds Focus Group C Grant 

Funding).   Project information added in E-link and are updating the progress report.  Next report date is Aug 1, 
2026. 

ii) Rice Lake Wetland Restoration Phase 1 BWSR C21-4482 Grant- The grant audit is completed and the 
District will receive final reimbursement request.   

iii) Buck’s Mill Dam Modification MN DNR –Next progress report is due on 3/31/2025. Staff met with the MN DNR 
and Moore Engineering and a plan is in place for reporting finances. 

b) Otter Tail River 1W1P Partnership – WEBSITE: https://www.eotswcd.org/ot1w1p/   
i) Otter Tail 1W1P Implementation Grant  

(1) Guetter requested $400,000.00 from the next WBIF Grant for Campbell Creek Construction.  Staff was 
notified that the WBIF allocation for the Campbell Creek Project will be $325,000. 

c) Financial Audit 2025 – Lakes Area CPAs has completed the request portion of the 2025 Financial Audit.  Mr. 
White is working on gathering the final confirmations to complete his report.  As of the beginning of March, the 
Auditor is waiting on confirmations.  

d) Minnesota PFMLA Agreement & Policy Updates – The PFMLA Agreement with Shelterpoint was signed.  Due to 
state reporting deadlines this contract will go into effect on 7/1/2026.  Attorney Croaker’s office is working on 
updating the Personnel Policy to reflect the changes approved at the February Managers Meeting. 

 
9) DATA COLLECTION AND MONITORING PROGRAM 

a) Streams & Lakes – Report assembly for the 2025 sampling season is underway. Once ice is gone from lakes 
hobos will be installed. Equipment- sonde meter sent in 3/12/26 for repairs 

b) 2026 Monitoring Plan- Beranek has completed 2026 monitoring plan. Plan will be presented at Board Meeting. 
  

https://prwd.org/resources/shoreline-stewardship-video-campaign/
https://www.eotswcd.org/ot1w1p/
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c) Chlorides  

i) Chloride Analysis – Intern Blom assembled PRWD Chloride data from the 2021 sampling season.  Staff is still 
analyzing the data but we did see higher levels of Chlorides were found in St. Clair and Muskrat lakes. 

 
  

ii) Chloride Meter – Beranek and Bach are working on a sampling plan and procedures for the 2026 season.  
Calibration of the Chloride probe is more complicated than our other probes as there are no ready to use 
calibration formulations.  The calibration will require bench manipulation of the standards which the district is 
not currently setup for.  Guetter had some excellent suggestions that we will explore in the coming weeks to 
prepare. 

iii) City of Detroit Lakes Wastewater Treatment Plant Citizens Advisory Committee – Bach participated in a 
CAC for the Detroit Lakes Wastewater Treatment Plant on 3/3/2026.  The City has to address the Chloride 
levels in the outflow of the WWTP by 2033 as a part of their NPDES permit.  SEH, the engineering firm that 
designed the plant, is leading the process.  The current effluent chloride level is approximately 430 mg/L and 
the goal is the state limit of 230 mg/L by 2033.  This meeting was the basic introduction to the problem and 
setting the pathway to advise and assist the city in this endeavor.  The targets for possible improvements 
surrounded the need for a decrease in the influent Chloride levels.  Projects discussed included: education, 
water reuse projects, saltless water softeners, whole city water softening, and voluntary adjustments to home 
water softeners.   
This issue is mostly outside of the stormwater salt issue that PRWD has been discussing to date, but 
interestingly the City influent Chloride levels do elevate in the springtime with runoff.  Addressing stormwater 
Chloride levels may assist in the WWTP issue as well.  Another point of interest is that the WWTP, the 
downtown area of Detroit Lake as well as a large part of Highway 10 all drain to St. Clair lake.   

iv) MN Watersheds Chloride Update – See attached. 
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10) February Weather 

a) Detroit Lakes, MN – National Weather Service Data 
February in Detroit Lakes was warm and wet setting two daily records.   The daily average temperatures for the 
month were above average for all but five days in February.  In the middle of the month, we saw average 
temperatures that were 28 degrees above normal at 40 degrees F.  On 2/13/2026 the maximum temperature was 
49 degrees F, a record for that day since recording began in 1895.  The month saw one day of significant (>0.5”) 
precipitation on 2/18/26 which put us over the normal precipitation accumulation for the month.  This was part of 
two-day event that dropped 0.73 inches of precipitation as 0.9 feet of snow.  The precipitation total for 2/18/2026 
was the highest recorded for that date since recording began in 1895. 

Monthly Temperature Data 

Warmest Day High Temp(s): 49°F, 2/13/2026* 
& 2/15/2026 Daily Average High Temp: 20.8° F 

Coldest Day Low Temp (s): -14°F, 2/3/2026 Daily Average Low Temp: 9.5° F 

  Monthly Average Temp: 32.2° F 

Monthly Precipitation Data 

Days with Significant 
Precipitation >0.5 inches: 1* Total Precipitation for month: 0.91 inches 

Monthly Wind Data 
Wething Field, Detroit Lakes, MN 

Days with Sustained winds 
over 13 mph (Moderate 
Breeze) 

8 
Days with Gusts over 32 mph 
(Near Gale) 2 

Indicates Record.   
2/13/2026 Highest Daily High Temperature in Detroit Lakes, MN since recording began in 1895. 
2/18/2026 Highest Daily Precipitation in Detroit Lakes, MN since recording begain in 1895. 
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b) Frost Depth 
Frost accumulation is complete to 70” below ground.  There was a small thaw and refreeze during the mid-month 
warm spell in February.  The beginning of March has seen a thaw to approximately 12 inches to date in March. 
 

 
 

  



 
District Administrator’s Report 

March 11, 2025 
 

 
12 of 13 

 

c) Minnesota Drought Report 
The overall drought situation across Minnesota shifted in February.  The percentage of the state in no drought 
decreased.  There was an increase in areas labeled ‘Abnormally Dry’ and ‘Moderate Drought,’ but a decrease in 
‘Severe Drought in the State.  With most of the improvements seen in the center eastern part of the state.  Becker 
County saw no change with most of the county, including all of the Pelican River Watershed remaining in Moderate 
Drought despite record precipitation in February.  
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?MN  
 
Current: 

 

 
 

  

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?MN
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PRESIDENT 
Brad Kramer (Region 2) 

Shell Rock River WD 
brad@provenioconsulting.com 
507-369-6050 | Term 2028 

 
VICE PRESIDENT 

Peter Fjestad (Region 1) 
Buffalo Red River WD 

pfjestad@prtel.com 
218-731-4630 | Term 2028 

 
SECRETARY 

Wanda Holker (Region 2) 
Upper Minnesota WD 
ewholker@fedtel.net 

320-760-6093 | Term 2027 
 

TREASURER 
Don Pereira (Region 3) 

Valley Branch WD 
dpereira@vbwd.org 

651-968-9788 | Term 2027 
 

DIRECTORS 
Linda Vavra (Region 1) 

Bois de Sioux WD 
lvavra@fedtel.net 

320-760-1774 | Term 2026 
 

Gene Tiedemann (Region 1) 
Red Lake WD 

gtiedemann@rrv.net 
218-289-3511 | Term 2027 

 
Jeff Gertgen (Region 2) 

Middle Fork Crow River WD 
jlgliaison@gmail.com 

608-370-3934 | Term 2026 
 

Shaun Kennedy 
Bassett Creek WMC 

shaun.kennedy1066@gmail.com 
651-260-0916 | Term 2026 

 
Shawn Mazanec (Region 3) 

Capitol Region WD 
mazanecshawn@gmail.com  

 651-428-6076 | Term 2028 
 

 Jan Voit 
Executive Director 

jvoit@mnwatersheds.com 
507-822-0921 

 
 
 

 
 

March 9, 2026 
 
The Honorable Peter Fischer  The Honorable Josh Heintzeman  
Minnesota House of Representatives Minnesota House of Representatives 
2nd Floor Centennial Office Building 2nd Floor Centennial Office Building 
658 Cedar Street    658 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, MN 55155   St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
The Honorable Peggy Scott 
Minnesota House of Representatives 
2nd Floor Centennial Office Building 
658 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
Re. HF793 – limited-liability legislation for certified chloride applicators (Scott) 
 
Representatives Fischer, Heintzeman, and Scott, 
 
Minnesota Watersheds is a statewide nonprofit organization representing watershed 
organizations, which are charged by statute to use sound scientific principles to 
protect and improve water quality in the water resources of the same.1 The 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency has designated 68 chloride impairments in 42 
waterbodies in the state – numbers that are steadily increasing. Salt persists in the 
environment, making chloride contamination one of the most pressing concerns in 
watershed management; reduction in the amount used is critical. Our members, 
especially in the metro area, continue to work to reduce chloride pollution in our 
lakes, creeks, and rivers. 

 
Minnesota Watersheds has supported since 2017 enactment of state law that 
provides limited-liability protection to commercial salt applicators and property 
owners using salt applicators who are certified through the established MPCA salt-
applicator program and follow best management practices. We continue to support 
such policy and appreciate that you recognize the increasing impact on Minnesota’s 
water from the use of chloride compounds to remove snow and ice from roads, 
sidewalks, and parking lots, and your consideration of HF793 addressing the issue.  

 
While refraining from comment on the negligence standard stated in the bill, 
Minnesota Watersheds urges revision of HF793 to:  

 
• Designate MPCA’s existing Smart Salting program as the source of 

certification, with administrative authority for the agency to contract with 
companies and individual training providers, rather than a requirement that 
the agency authorize third-party certification providers.  

• A three-year certification term ideally; five years at the longest.  
 

Beyond the insights into the operation of such a chloride-use certification 
available to you from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, our organizations 

 
1  Minnesota Statutes chapter 103D, subdivision 2(2) 

mailto:brad@provenioconsulting.com
mailto:pfjestad@prtel.com
mailto:ewholker@fedtel.net
mailto:dpereira@vbwd.org
mailto:lvavra@fedtel.net
mailto:gtiedemann@rrv.net
mailto:jlgliaison@gmail.com
mailto:shaun.kennedy1066@gmail.com
mailto:mazanecshawn@gmail.com
mailto:jvoit@mnwatersheds.com


 

 

507-822-0921 | mnwatersheds.com 
1005 Mainstreet | Hopkins, MN 55343 

 
 

possess significant relevant experience and would be glad to respond to any 
request for background, testimony, or other information from you.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

Jan Voit, Executive Director  
Minnesota Watersheds  

 
c/ The Honorable Aric Putnam, Minnesota Senate 
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PERMITS COMPLETED  

No. Name/Address Description 
00-00 None  

 
PERMITS IN PROCESS 

  

Applicant 
Application 

Status 
Update 

PRWD 
Contact Date 

City of Detroit Lakes 
270th Avenue- In 
between South Shore 
Park and Lake Forest Cir 

Complete PRWD Rule Chapter 6, Section 6.2(E) Linear 
Projects. Projects that create or fully reconstruct 
more than one (1) acre of impervious surface as 
part of the same project Application received 
2/9/26. Sent to Moore for review. Project is 
currently under review. 

3/4/26 

City of Detroit Lakes 
West Lake Drive-
Washington Ave to 
Legion Rd 
1240 ROSSMAN AVE 
PIN:497024000 
Detroit Lake 

Complete PRWD Rule Chapter 6, Section 6.2(E) Linear 
Projects. Projects that create or fully reconstruct 
more than one (1) acre of impervious surface as 
part of the same project Application received 
2/5/26. Application was sent to Moore for review. 
Review letter sent 3/10/25  

3/10/26 

The Port on Little 
Detroit (Bowling Alley 
Property) 
1377 West Lake Dr 
PIN: 490124000 
Little Detroit Lake 

Complete Construction of townhomes.  PRWD Rule Chapter 
6, Section 6.2(B) Residential subdivision or 
development of four (4) or more lots. Emailed 
developer 2/27/25 for clarification of BMP type. 
Phone call 3/2/25 confirming BMP type. 
Application is under review as of 3/10/25 

3/10/26 

City of Detroit Lakes 
Rossman Avenue- 
Between Willow Street 
and Reynolds Street 

Complete Street and Utility Improvements. PRWD Rule 
Chapter 6, Section 6.2(E) Linear Projects. Projects 
that create or fully reconstruct more than one (1) 
acre of impervious surface as part of the same 
project. Sent to Moore for review. 

3/10/26 

Lake Sallie Bluffs 
 TBD Lake Ridge Ln  
PIN: 19320000 
190338002 
190338001 
191433000 
Lake Sallie 

Complete Permit 24-34 issued 5/30/24. Request a Final Plat 
for Common Interest Community Number 108 
consisting of sixteen (16) lots to be known as LAKE 
SALLIE BLUFFS. PRWD Rule Chapter 6, Section 
6.2(B) Residential subdivision or development of 
four (4) or more lots. Extension request has been 
received and granted 2/16/26 

2/16/25 
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PERMITS IN PROCESS (continued) 

 
EXPECTED PROJECTS 

 

 

AGENCY MEETING REVIEW 

 

 

Applicant 
Application 

Status 
Update 

PRWD 
Contact Date 

Solomon, Marty 
12044 Co Hwy 17 
PIN: 190447000 
Lake Melissa 

Violation 
 

To date, the Permit Amendment has not been 
requested by Mr. Solmon. Changes were approved 
by the board at the January 21st meeting. I emailed 
Mr. Solmon on 1/26/26 to schedule a follow-up 
meeting. Mr. Solmon is still on vacation and 
scheduled to return in the next week 

1/26/2026 
 

Applicant Project 
Becker County - Dunton Locks 
24878 Dunton Locks Rd 
PIN: 197010000 
Lake Sallie/Muskrat Lake 

Stormwater plan for building and parking lot.  PRWD Rule Chapter 6, Section 
6.2(A)(1) More than twenty-five percent (25%) impervious surface on riparian 
lots. No update. 

City of Detroit Lakes – City Council 
 

March 10, 2026 –  
• Conditional Use Permit 1071 Shorewood Drive – 

Planned Unit Development. 
• Final Plant for Eagle Rocke Estates 1141 US Hwy 59 – 

Planned Unit Development 
• Bid for 270th Ave Street & Utility Improvement Project – 

Linear Project 
• Bid for Rossman Ave Street & Utility Improvement 

Project – Linear Project 
City of Detroit Lakes – Planning Commission February 26, 2026 –  

• Conditional Use Permit 1071 Shorewood Drive – 
Planned Unit Development. 

City of Detroit Lakes – Development 
Authority 

February 24, 2026 – No comments 
March 5, 2026 - Cancelled 

Becker County Commissioner February 25, 2026 – No comments 
March 3, 2026 – No comments 

Becker County – Planning and Zoning  February 25, 2026 – No comments 

Becker County – Board of Adjustment 
 

No meetings since last report. 


	01 20260318 Agenda Regular Meeting
	02.1 2026 02 18 Meeting Minutes
	02.1.1 Claims
	02.1.2 Pelican River WSD ShelterPoint MN PFML Application 7-1-2026
	02.2 2026 03 - March Admin Report
	02.2.1 RE_ chloride update - PRWD Info - Outlook
	02.2.2 Minnesota Watersheds comments on HF793
	02.4 2026 3 18 Rules Report
	05.2.1 202601-202602 Revenue & Expenses Levy
	Levy Funds

	05.2.2 202601-202602 Revenue & Expenses grant
	Sheet1 (2)

	08.1 TO9_Moore_2026_Public_Outreach_Campaign_Revised
	08.2 2026 Ed and Outreach Budget
	Budget

	08.3 Aiden Grant
	08.4 22873_TaskOrder4_Amendment2
	08.5 2026 Final Monitoring Plan

	Full Legal Business NameRow1: Pelican River Watershed District
	Business AddressRow1: 211 Holmes St W Wells Fargo Bldg Suite  201
	Mailing Address if not the sameRow1: 
	City State ZipRow1: Detroit Lakes
	City State ZipRow1_2: MN
	City State ZipRow1_3: 56501
	City State ZipRow1_4: 
	City State ZipRow1_5: 
	City State ZipRow1_6: 
	Applicant Email Applicant Phone AttentionCare ofRow1: info@prwd.org               
	Applicant Email Applicant Phone AttentionCare ofRow1_3: Shanna Bach                  
	Applicant Website AddressRow1: 
	LET Checkbox: 10
	Nature of BusinessRow1: Local Unit of Government
	SIC CodeRow1: 9512
	Federal ID Row1: 41-1369032
	Unemployment Insurance Row1: 07998560
	Requested Effective DateRow1: 07/01/2026
	Current PFML CarrierRow1: State of Minnesota
	COVERED EMPLOYEES: 
	Number of Covered Males:  9
	Number of Covered Females:  3
	Total Employees:  12
	Contrib Checkbox: 0
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow1: None
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow1_2: 
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow1_3: 
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow1_4: 
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow2: 
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow2_2: 
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow2_3: 
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow2_4: 
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow3: 
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow3_2: 
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow3_3: 
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow3_4: 
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow4: 
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow4_2: 
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow4_3: 
	Proprietors If Business Entity is a Proprietorship list Names of Proprietors belowRow4_4: 
	Applicant Email Applicant Phone AttentionCare ofRow1_2: 218-846-0436     
	Text1: 
	Additional EntitiesLocations to be covered:   None
	Name: 
	Address: 
	Federal ID: 
	Unemployment Insurance: 
	Name_2: 
	Address_2: 
	Federal ID_2: 
	Unemployment Insurance_2: 
	1x Leave Benefit: On
	undefined_3: On
	Date: 
	Name_3: Tera Guetter
	Title: Administrator
	Date_2: 
	Name_4: Allan Roth
	Title_2: Agent
	Agency Name: A.T. Group LLC
	Agency: 1000-1341
	Agency Address: 
	Phone: 
	Payroll Rate: 
	Policy #: 
	Text2: 


